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And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good deeds… 

-Hebrews 10:24 

 

This translation in the NIV (New International Version) of the text has a team-oriented feel to it that is  
positive. But the King James Version of the scriptures uses the word “provoke” in the 24th verse of  
Hebrews chapter 10, which creates a much more confrontational feeling to the text. 

 

Many times in life we are provoked. It seems like I can’t drive from my house to Hyannis without being  
provoked multiple times by drivers who ignore the rules of the road. When I do my weekly grocery shopping 
at Market Basket I am often provoked by shoppers who seem to think that anyone else in the aisle is an in 
convenience and not worthy of common courtesy. And I can assure you that in neither of these cases am I 
provoked “toward love and good deeds” in response! 

 

Many times in my life I need a bit more push than a simple “spur” to do the right thing in the right way.  
Many times, a good “provoking” is what is really needed to get me moving and motivated. When the Holy 
Spirit came upon the disciples at Pentecost, it ignited their faith and provoked them to get out of their locked 
room and into the streets to share the good news of a resurrected Christ. The Spirit didn’t just spur them on,  
it urgently provoked them to action! 

 

As we begin a new calendar year, and a new decade of ministry, may God’s Spirit descend upon us and  
provoke us toward love and good deeds. May it push us and prod us, may it make us uncomfortable and  
uneasy, may it make it impossible for us to simply sit back. Come, Spirit, come! 

                 - Pastor Johnny 

 

 

January 2020 
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The Covenanter 

OFFICE HOURS  
We would like to remind everyone that the office 
is open from 9am-12noon, Tuesday - Friday.   
You are welcome to call or visit during those 
hours. Thank you. 

 

ADVENT THANKS 
 

It’s been another busy Advent season.  The pageant  
was marvelous; special thanks to all the kids who  

played and sang and read so well, and to all the adults 
who participated.  But the real thanks goes to  

Sam Govoni who created the pageant. 
 

And speaking of Sam, she and Susan Foss did an 
amazing job of decorating the church this year.   
The decorations really enhanced our worship.   

Thank you ladies! 
 

A big thank you to the choir this year.  They have been 
so patient with all the uncertainty (and my bobbing 
head!).  The concert was amazing — what a great 

group our choir is.  Thank you for all your hard work 
and extra time.  Thanks, also, to Paige and Brennan 
Loewen for being the narrators for the concert, and 

especially to Robbie Loewen for leading the choir in 
with “Once In Royal David’s City” on his trumpet.   

 

For the holiday sing-along, I want to give special 
thanks to Meredith Downing and Mike Coute for their  
willingness to work through my last minute planning. 

I had lots of fun, and I hope everyone else did, too. 
  And the cookie exchange was great!   

 

An extra special thank-you goes to Bob Wilson and  
his able assistant, Tim Howard, for  keeping the church  

sparkling, not just during the holiday season, but  
always.  And to all the Properties commission for the 

hard work to repair and keep our church clean and 
beautiful inside and out —the landscaping is just  

beautiful! 

 

 

 

 
Dear Pastor Johnny and our wonderful church, 

Thank you so much for once again choosing to  
be part of our team’s mission.  Your generous  
support of $500 makes our work of addressing the 
needs of mid-Cape children possible.  We are 
most grateful! 
All funds generated directly benefit the kids. 

Sincerely, 
Bill Holden 

 

  Dear Church family, 
 
   Words are not enough to express our  thanks for 
the generous gifts and many  expressions of love 
that you have given to us during this Christmas 
season, and throughout the year.  How blessed we 
are to serve alongside you in this wonderful place 
that is Cape Cod Covenant Church. Thank you for 
all the ways in which you support and care for us.  
We love each and every one of you! 
 
      - Pastor Johnny, Joan, Sara and Bob 

 

SAY IT WITH  
FLOWERS 

 
Help beautify the sanctuary with flowers.  There is a  
sign-up sheet in Fellowship Hall if you would like to 
remember or celebrate someone or a special event.   

 

You are asked to provide a donation of  $40 to cover 
the cost. It’s a wonderful way to enhance  

worship and remember someone or something special 
in your life. 
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The Covenanter 

 
MERCHANDISE CARDS 
 
Merchandise Cards to support the  homeless 
on Cape Cod are on sale after church on the 2nd and 4th 
Sundays each month. 
 

Various denominations are available from merchants, 
such as Stop and Shop, Shaws, CVS, etc.   Cards from 
additional merchants can be ordered.  Please see the  
retail card table in Fellowhip Hall.  
 
                              THANK YOU! 

 

HANDS OF HOPE FOOD PANTRY 
 
 
On the first Sunday of each month the Hands of Hope 
Food Pantry box is at the front of the church for your 
donations.  You may bring food donations at any time, 
but this helps remind us each month to remember the 
food pantry when we are grocery shopping.   

Suggested items include: 
Soup, Canned meats: Spam, chicken, ham 
Boxed potatoes. Pasta and sauce, Chef Boy-R-Dee 
Juice boxes and granola bars for kids 
Crackers, Oatmeal, Ketchup and mayonnaise 
And they are always in need of juice! 

Thank you for your help with such an important  
mission to feed those in need. Everyone is grateful  
for your continued support.  

     

 

 
Bruce Morrison: 
200 Laurel Lake Drive, Suite R7 
Hudson, OH 44236 
Home phone: 330-655-4133 
Cell phone: 330-888-0525 
 
Lowell Drotts: 
5100 Monument Avenue, #513 
Richmond, VA 23230 
 
Jimmy and Beth Ellen Roberts 
24 N 740 W 
Blackfoot, ID 83221 

          

   

 

Alice Boyle conducts free yoga classes on  
Saturday mornings at 10:00 a.m.  We will meet  
January 4th, 11th and 18th.  The class is open  
to all—teens to nineties.  We have extra mats  

available if you don’t have one.  Please contact  
Alice (774-268-9488) with any questions.   

 

 
 

 

 
 

COMPUTER THURSDAY! 
9:30am-12:30pm 

Please note date change! 
Next will be on January 16th.   

Anyone needing help with their computers,  
laptops, etc., or with questions about email and  

using the internet are welcome to drop by! 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

KNITTING GROUP 

The knitting group will meet at Betsy Anderson’s,  
105 Mates Way in Brewster,  

on January 16th 2020 (!), at 1:00pm.  
Newcomers are welcome! 

 
Please RSVP to Betsy, 508-896-7371, if you plan to go.  
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The Covenanter 

January concerns 
 

Tanner Agurkis diagnosed with Type 1 Diabetes 
Sam D’Angona Transitioning to a new home near family 
Barbara Balsam (friend of Kristine Strand) Health concerns 

Joseph Cisek (Rae Fenton’s son-in-law) Lung and brain cancer 
Family of Rev. Robert DuBois on his passing 

Kurt Elia (son of George and Evelyn Elia) Cancer diagnosis, successful operation, upcoming treatments 

Joan Gilbreth Recovering from eye surgery 
Jim Hoar (long-time DY coach) and family on the passing of daughter Kristen Polizzotto 

Cpt. Braden Hunter (Jim and Kate Bundy’s nephew) beginning one-year deployment in Iraq 

Jeannie Langman, sister of Jan Holland, friend of Ruth Gawle, Serious health issues 
Mike Mancini (son of Susan Mancini) recovering from emergency surgery for an aortic aneurism 

Bob and Gerlinde Mullen (friends of Stuart and Bonnie Eyman) Health concerns 

Karen Mumford and family on the passing of her mother, Winnie McKissic 
Jack Mutty, grandson of Nancy Mutty Training for a new job in Antarctica 

Rosa Palumbo’s brother, serious health concerns 

Bill Potter, Recovering from vascular transplant surgery 

Kristine Strand Recovering from surgery for a broken hip 

Eve Wemett’s friend and neighbor, Christina, who is now on Hospice Care 

Diane Widdowson (close friend of Harry and Jean Canning) Serious heart issues 
 
Ongoing concerns 

Dottie Gaumont (Debby Barbo’s mother) Undergoing treatments for cancer 

Donna Eckman (friends of Mike and Susan Smith) Brain aneurysm 

Leo Flinn (friends of Mike and Susan Smith) Advanced colon cancer 

Susan Horner (friend of Kristine Strand) Receiving treatments for brain cancer 

Anna Martin’s good friend, Marianne, Home, Non-Hodgkins Lymphoma 

Donna McCaffrey’s nephew, Allan Dale Wright, diagnosed with prostate cancer 

Mimi Mutty (Nancy Mutty’s sister-in-law) Stomach cancer 
Carl and Ann Shelley’s nephew, Mike, Treatments for bladder cancer 

Ella Terrio, 13-year-old DYHS student diagnosed with leukemia 
Alan Woodstock (friend of Sara Pattie) Progression of cancer 
 
 

Please remember in prayer those who have ongoing health concerns 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

Current Prayer Concerns 

Rachel Ash and Erin Pember  (nieces of Bonnie and Stuart 
    Eyman)  Multiple Sclerosis 
Ardis Bardh 
 

Kay Endris 
Bunny Haas 
Pauline Nelson 
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The Covenanter 

December Mission of the Month 

 

Last month we heard about the Cape Cod Council of Churches and all the wonderful programs that they 

have. This month is our opportunity to support one of those programs – Faith Family Kitchen. This is a  

program near and dear to this church as many have helped develop and maintain this vital mission to our 

food-insecure neighbors on the Cape. 

Meals are provided three times a week, serving families with children from 5:00 to 5:45 and adults only 

from 5:45 to 6:30 every Monday, Wednesday, and Friday evenings. All the congregations who “cooked and 

carried” to make the meal happen for the first four-plus years are now the teams who arrive early to prepare 

the hall, make the coffee, serve the meal and clean up the kitchen and hall before leaving. Avis Carter leads 

our Cape Cod Team which serves the first Monday of each month. Let her know if you are interested in 

helping. 

The Executive Chef/Program Director, Jeni Wheeler, oversees and produces a wonderful repast each  

evening that we are open. The menus are varied, nutritious, and attractive – not to mention YUMMY. And 

our neighbors in Hyannis who attend the meals are pleased and appreciative. To quote two of them: 

 “My child loves coming here. They like meeting new families and children.” 

 “Well, it matters…that’s all I can say. To have a place to come. To have a hot meal. And have it taste so 

good. Wow. It is so good. To feel normal. Like I matter, you know? To not be hungry. About all I can say is 

‘thanks.’ “ 

This is all possible because of God’s amazing faithfulness and grace, providing the needed resources and 
people. A huge thank you to so many of you who have been a part of this ministry. In January, you will be 
hearing more of the Faith Family Kitchen story in worship. You will also have an opportunity to give for 
the support of this program. Your contributions will help raise the operating budget for the ministry and its 
work. Donations may be made anytime during January with a notation FFK. 

Mission of the Month for January  
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STUDY GROUPS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The Tuesday Morning Women’s Bible Study meets  
at 10 am in Fellowship Hall. You are welcome to join 
in these very informal discussions of Holy Scripture 

and what it means in our lives today.  We will resume 
January 7th. 

 

Covenant Wednesday Evening Bible Study  
meets at 7 pm in Fellowship Hall.  We will start up 

again on January 8th. 
 

The Saturday morning Women’s Book Group will  
resume on January 4th at 8:30 am to discuss chapters 

10 and 11 of Pastrix by Nadia Bolz Weber. The 
Wednesday group will meet January 8th, 7 pm at Jami 
Carder’s  to begin Pastrix.  All women are invited.  For 

more information contact Sharon Hirsch. 

 

You can keep up on all these and other groups by 
watching for information in your bulletin.  They are all 

a great way to get to know others in the church, and 
share your journey of faith.  Please plan to join us! 

 

 

 

 

 
 
CHILDREN AND YOUTH PROGRAMS 

 Children’s Church for Pre-school through 5th 
grade meets during the worship hour. All children 
begin in worship with their families and are then 
dismissed to their classrooms (downstairs) partway 
through the service. 

 CLUB 47 is our middle school youth group  
that meets weekly on Friday evenings from 
 6:30pm-8:00pm. This month we will only meet on 
the 10th and 31st. 

 SENIOR HIGH YOUTH GROUP for kids  
in grades 8-12 meets on Sunday nights from 
6:00pm-7:30pm.  This month we will meet only on 
the 12th and 26th. 

 CONFIRMATION CLASS for students in 
grades 6-8 will meet only on January 12th.  

 

The Covenanter 

 

 

 

 

 

Winterfest for our High School students takes 
place January 3-5 at Lake Champion in Glen 
Spey, NY.  We will be taking a bus, and it leaves 
promptly at 2:30pm that Friday, so don’t be late! 
 
 

 

 

 

 
Winter Jam is January 24-26.  It’s an incredible 
weekend in New Hampshire for all Trailblazers 
and their youth leaders. Come and experience 
Camp Squanto style worship, new and old 
friends, sledding, ice skating, broomball  
tournament, foosball, ping pong, prizes and much 
more! It's a reunion, a great time to see your 
Camp Squanto friends again! Register on-line at 
www.pilgrimpines.org 
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"“O give thanks to the Lord, call on his name; make known his deeds 
among the peoples! Sing to him, sing praises to him; tell of all his 

wonderful works! Glory in his holy name; let the hearts of those who 
seek the Lord rejoice! Seek the Lord and his strength; seek his 

presence continually!"     Psalm 105:1-4 
 

WORSHIP SERVICE: 10:30am 
Adult Sunday School  

9:00am 
Children’s Church during worship service 

NURSERY CARE 
Provided during worship throughout the year 

We  look forward to seeing you! 
 

Pastor Johnny Agurkis  
Cape Cod Covenant Church,  

11 Satucket Road, Brewster, MA 02631 
mailing:  P.O. Box 219, S. Dennis, MA 02660 

Phone:  508-385-2223   
Email:  capecovenantchurch@comcast.net 

website:  www.capecodcovenantchurch.com   
 


