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Growth 
                               by Pastor Johnny 

 In his classic work, Walden, Henry David Thoreau writes, “It is time that we had  
uncommon schools, that we did not leave off our education when we begin to be men and 
women.”  I have always found that to be a powerful quote that spoke both to my head and 
my heart.  On the one hand (my head), it has encouraged me to continue a lifestyle of  
reading and studying, even though no one is there to “grade” my efforts.  On the other hand 
(my heart) it speaks to my faith as well, and the ongoing nature of Christian discipleship 
that challenges  me to be more Christ-like tomorrow than I am today. 

For example, I know how to pray.  But has my prayer life grown recently?  I know how  
important studying God’s Word is.  But has the Word’s role in my life grown recently?  I 
know the role that giving (time, talents, treasure, testimony) needs to play as a follower of 
Christ.  But has my desire to give God a greater proportion grown recently? 

The tendency we so often have in our lives and faith is to seek a level of comfort.  That 
sense that we have arrived.  That we’ve reached maturity.  That we can now stop, sit back, 
and enjoy where we’ve come to.  That we’ve reached a sort of “terminal velocity of faith”, 
and we can just coast from this point forward. 

But God’s Word is clear to us that as His followers, our striving to be more Christ-like is 
never done: daily, we attempt to live greater lives of faithfulness, with greater trust and  
authenticity than the day before.  Age matters not.  It is just as important that someone who 
is 90 is growing in their own faith, as it is for one of our students.  Discipleship is a daily 
challenge that has no end. 

This is also true on a corporate level for us as a church.  As agents of Christ’s Kingdom 
here on earth, we must continue to faithfully follow His leading forward.  Our work is not  
done.  Even if every pew were full each and every Sunday, and our yearly budget was  
balanced to the penny, we would still be called forward.  And so we journey onward,  
forward and faithfully!  For we are not called to sit still, and become complacent…we  
are called to grow and to go!  This is who we are as disciples of Christ.  This is who we  
are as the church of Jesus Christ.  Today, tomorrow, and in the days to come. 
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HANDS OF HOPE FOOD PANTRY 

On the first Sunday of each month we 
place the Hands of Hope Food Pantry box 

at the front of the church for your donations.  You 
may bring donations at any time, but this will help 

remind us each month to remember the  food pantry 
when we are grocery shopping.   

The following items are greatly needed: 
Juice boxes, granola bars, Spam or Chili, Baked 

Beans, Hamburger helper, Canned or cups of fruit, 
Salad dressing, Corn bread mix, Toilet paper,   

Toothpaste 
The Cape Cod Council of Churches is very grateful for 

all donations. Thank you!  

 
SUNDAY MORNING  
COFFEE HOUR SUPPORT! 
 
 

June: Christian Formation Commission 
Jessica Hopkins, 774-278-0856 
 
July: Congregational Care 
Lynn Williams, 508-737-5473 
 
August:  Choir 
Nancy Nelson 
 
 

Please coordinate with these commissions if you plan 
to bring in any food so that there isn’t an overlap of 
effort. 

 
 

For any food you bring to events, please remember 
to label any food that contains nuts, soy, or other 
possible allergens so that people can enjoy coffee 
hours and other fellowship times safely. 
Thank you! 

 

 

 

 

BEACH NIGHT 
 

Come join us for an all-Church beach night on 
Wednesday, July 26th from 5-7 pm at  

Corporation Beach in Dennis.   
 

Bring your own picnic dinner and  
favorite beach game/activity. 

Hang out and have some fun with your church  
family: young, old and in-between! 

All are welcome 

       

 

 

  YOUTH SUNDAY  June 11th   
 

Join us as our young people lead the service, and 
then we’ll all enjoy a pot-luck picnic afterwards.  

This is always a great day for the church as a 
whole — a day to celebrate our youth, and to  

fellowship with each other.   
Remember, there is no nursery or Sunday School 
this day, so that all children can participate.  Also, 
there are sign-up sheets in Fellowship Hall for the 
picnic, so that we can coordinate food, as well as 
people willing to help with set-up, service, and 

clean-up.  Thanks! 
 

There will be no youth group activity this summer 
as our kids take off for camp and jobs and all the 
good things that summer offers them.  Pray for 

safety and for a time when they can grow closer to 
God, both here and everywhere they go. 

 
 

 

CHURCH ANNUAL MEETING 
JULY 9 

Please plan to join your fellow members after 
church July 9th to discuss plans for our church  
and to vote on new Council members.  This is an 
important meeting and we value your input. 
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MERCHANDISE CARDS 

 
 

Merchandise Cards to support the  
homeless on Cape Cod are on sale after church on  
the 2nd and 4th Sundays each month. There are  
several denominations available from different  

merchants, such as Stop and Shop, Shaws, CVS, etc. 
You can also order cards from other merchants like  

Speedway, Hearth and Kettle, Dairy Queen, Subway,  
Wendy’s, Walgreen, Bath and Body Works, 
 Starbucks, Rite Aid, D’Angelos, Dominos, 

 Papa Gino’s and others. 
THANK YOU! 

Blood Pressure Screenings 
 

Blood pressure screenings are 
held on the second  Sunday of 

every month following worship service.  
Anyone wishing to have their blood pressure 
checked  is invited to see one of our nurses in 

the Library after church. 

 
Paul and Sharon Hirsch 

Phone change: no more land line! 

Cell phones: Paul –774-212-1076 

                       Sharon—508-776-0686 

Yoga with Alice Boyle on  
Saturdays at 10 am.  In June, we 
will meet on the 3rd, 10th and 
17th.  We’ll take a break for the 
rest of the summer.   

  
  THANK YOU!! 

 
We have some very special people in 
this church.  People who work behind the scenes 

to make sure we are all cared for, that our life 
together is special.  Betsy Anderson and Evelyn 
Elia have served our church for many years as 
the Serving Committee Coordinators.  They 

have decided to retire from this role, and Evelyn 
Smith will take over.  We want to thank Betsy 
and Evie for their leadership and service not  

only with the serving , but also with the blood 
pressure clinic and many other activities.  We 
know you will still be busy helping us out, but 

enjoy a little rest if you can!  Your love and  
generosity has been a real blessing.   

Another transition will be Debby Barbo taking 
over from Martha Young providing flowers for 

funeral receptions.  We are so grateful to Martha 
for this service she has provided, and are glad 

she will continue to provide flowers for Sunday 
worship.   

COMPUTER THURSDAY! 
9:30am-12:30pm 

Computer Thursday is held  on the second 
Thursday of each month. 

Tom Donahue will be here on June 8th and 
July 13th.  We will NOT meet in August.   

Anyone needing help with their  
computers, laptops, etc., or with questions about 

email and using the internet are welcome  
to drop by! 

 

 

SUMMER SCRIPTURE 
READERS NEEDED! 
 
Welcome back snowbirds, college  
students, and summer residents! 
Would you enjoy reading scripture during worship  
one Sunday this summer?  The Worship and Music 
Commission invites you to check your calendar and 
consider reading on a Sunday morning this summer  
that is convenient for you. Passages are provided  
ahead of time along with Guidelines for Scripture 
Readers.  
Contact Sheryl Stone at capesalstone@gmail.com or 
508-432-1412 if you are interested, or speak to Pastor 
Johnny or any member of the commission! We look 
forward to hearing from you! 

 

mailto:capesalstone@gmail.com
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June-July concerns 
Elsa Abele  (friend of Kristine Strand) Undergoing treatments for lung cancer 
Fred and Judy Bigler (Judy is Jean Canning’s sister) on the sudden passing of their  
    son, Doug 
Jami Carder and family on the passing of Jami’s step-father, Larry Hobgood 
Cindy Doherty  Hospice Care 
Mike Forrest  Health concerns 
Ann Kaner-Roth (45-year-old friend of Sybil O’Brien’s family)  Surgery for brain tumor 
Helen King  Recovering from recent hospitalization at home 
Elsie Martin (granddaughter of Paul and Sharon Hirsch   Continued health concerns 
Colin McPartlan (son of Patty Keefe - friend of Mike Coute) Health concerns 
Maryanne Mutty  (Nancy Mutty’s daughter-in-law)  Recovering from surgery 
Bob and Pauline Nelson    Bob is currently hospitalized  
Marlyce Peterson    Continued treatment and further evaluation for broken wrist 
Joy Potter (13-year-old granddaughter of Bill Potter)  Chemotherapy treatments 
Bonnie Reinke (friend of Kristine Strand) Treatments for bone cancer 
Family of Carol Ryder (extended family of Carl and Ann Shelley) on her recent passing 
Malcolm White Recovering from recent illness 

 
Recent health concerns and undergoing treatment 
Heidi Arsenault  Ongoing health concerns 
Rachel Ash (niece of Stuart and Bonnie Eyman) Diagnosed with Multiple Sclerosis 
Terry Curry (friend of Bill Potter) Cancer diagnosis 
Judy Daly  Undergoing treatments 
George and Thelma Hartmann  Health concerns, home 
Norma Houseman  Hospice care, Eagle Pond Nursing Home (moved to the first floor) 
Don MacDermot (Tim Howard’s grandfather) Undergoing radiation and chemo  
     treatment for spinal cancer, St. Vincent’s 
Ed Nimmo (friend of Sue and John Peschier) Pancreatic Cancer 
Rosa Palumbo  Health concerns 
Duane Peterson (relative of the Mancini’s and the Dvorak’s) Pancreatic Cancer 
Glen Peterson Hospitalized, Lahey Clinic, Burlington, MA 
Paul and Elaine Peterson  Health concerns  
George Popovici (good friend of Jimmy Roberts) Critical health concerns 
Bob Wakefield   Recovering from surgery and continued dialysis treatments, Home  
 

Please remember in prayer those who have ongoing health concerns 
 

Current Prayer Concerns 

Newsletter! 
As you my 

know, we are 
now emailing 

our newsletter to those 
who have email.   

If you’d prefer, you are  
always welcome to receive 
a printed copy in the mail,  
or you can pick yours up  
at church.  Just let Joan 
know in the office if you 

would like to do this. 
Thank you! 

Christopher Baker 
Ardis Bardh 
Evelyn Burgess 
Bob DuBois 
Kay Endris 
Ted Glasgow 
Bunny Haas 
Fran Hedlund 
Arthur Hvoslef  
Isabelle Isham 
 

How You Can 
Support Pilgrim 

Pines! 
 

If you shop on-line 
through Amazon,  
please sign up for 

Amazon Smiles and 
choose Pilgrim Pines 

as your charity.   
Amazon Smiles is a 
non-profit arm of  
Amazon in which 

0.5% of all purchase 
prices are donated to 
the charity of your 
choice.  So you can 

shop like normal  
and support  

Pilgrim Pines in the 
process!  A win-win! 

Carolyn Lorenson (Sheryl Stone’s mother)Bob and 
Pauline Nelson 
Joyce Nickerson 
Eleanor Olson 
Edna Swanson 
Donna Jean Wassell (Lynn Read’s  cousin) 
Nina Wikman (friend of Lynn Read and her sister, 
Nancy Russo) 
Blake Watson 
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Habitat for Humanity’s Mission statement:  Seeking to put God’s love into action, Habitat for  
Humanity brings people together to build homes, communities and hope. 
 
Habitat for Humanity was founded in 1976 to help families achieve strength, stability and inde-
pendence through safe, decent and affordable shelter.  Housing instability - including frequent 
moves, overcrowding, and the threat of eviction or foreclosure - creates stress, depression and 
hopelessness for many, many families. A decent and affordable place to live helps families by 
freeing them from many physical and mental hardships and placing them on a path of new  
opportunity and increased confidence and self-reliance. 
 
In 1988, Habitat for Humanity of Cape Cod was founded as an affiliate of Habitat for Humanity  
International.  Since that time, HHCC has built at least one home in every town on Cape Cod.  
Habitat invites people of all backgrounds, regardless of race, religion, age,  
gender, political views, or any other distinctions that often divide people, to  
build homes alongside the future owner.  This is a unique opportunity to  
support an organization that serves God by serving families in need on Cape 
Cod.  Stay tuned for more information on volunteer opportunities for our church. 

 

 

June Mission of the Month 

Habitat for Humanity 
 

 

   
  Cathy Campobello has been a long term Missionary in  
  Colombia for 29 years.  We were blessed to have her visit 
  our church in February 2011.  She sang, preached, talked 
  with adult and teenage groups and spread her joy and  
  enthusiasm for the wonderful work God is doing through  
  her and others in Colombia.   

 
She works with at risk teenagers, victims of abuse, schools of prayer, schools for ministers,  
women leaving a life of prostitution, and work teams from the United States.  Last year through  
the ‘For Life ‘ project over 200 victims of domestic violence were offered legal advice as well as  
an opportunity to learn skills and training in starting small businesses to improve their quality of 
life.  This year the program will reach out to more male victims 
and perpetrators of domestic violence. Cathy is also involved in 
teaching English to children and adults.  Through health brigades 
medical help is reaching people in remote areas of northern  
Colombia especially the indigenous Wayuu tribe.  People there 
are willing to wait for days in line when a medical team arrives.  
We give thanks to God for Cathy and the gift of her life in service 
to the people of Colombia. 

July Mission of the Month 

Cathy Campobello 

Missionary to Colombia 



6 

 

You’re Invited 

 

The Cape Cod Council of Churches is celebrating their many 
years of feeding generations of Cape Codders with a benefit  

evening at the Dan’l Webster Inn in Sandwich Village on  
July 8 from 5:30-9:30 pm. 

 

 
Enjoy seasonal appetizers, cocktails and a dinner buffet as well as live music and a silent 
auction.  The guest of honor will be Catherine D’Amato, President and CEO of the Greater 
Boston Food Bank.  Tickets are $125 per person, and must be purchased in advance no later 
than June 26th.  For a full schedule of events see the flyer in Fellowship Hall, or call the 
Council at 508-775-5073. 

 

 

 

Food for thought: 

 

A well-known speaker started off his seminar by holding up a 
$20 bill.  In the room of 200 he asked, “Who would like this $20 bill?”  
Hands started going up.  He said, “I am going to give this $20 to one of 
you, but first, let me do this.”  He proceeded to crumple the bill up. 

He then asked, “Who still wants it?”  Still the hands were up in the air. 

“Well,” he replied, “what if I do this?”  And he dropped it on the floor and started to grind it 
into the ground with his shoe.  He picked it up, now all crumpled and dirty.  “Now who still 
wants it?” 

Still the hands went into the air.   “My friends, you have all learned a very valuable lesson.  
No matter what I did to the money, you still wanted it because it did not decrease in value.  
It was still worth $20.  Many times in our lives we are dropped, crumpled, and ground into 
the dirt by the decisions we make and the circumstances that come our way.  We feel as 
though we are worthless.  But no matter what has happened or what will happen, you will 
never lose your value.” 

   You are special — Don’t ever forget it! 
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Dear Cape Cod Covenant Church, 

Thank you for your generous support of our 
programs.  You have offered a helping hand to 
individuals and families across the Cape and 

the Islands with your gift.  Your expression of caring and 
concern for our neighbors is deeply appreciated.  We are  
especially grateful for your gift to the Faith Neighborhood 
Kitchen in March of $1,400.  You are a blessing.  Faithfully, 
Edye Nesmith, Executive Director   

(The Council’s new address is 320 Main Street,  
    Hyannis MA 02601) 

 

 
To our Cape Cod Covenant Church  
family, 

We love this ‘family’ and will always be grateful for the 
kindness and compassion that never ends.  You deliver that 
peace that passes all understanding — and we can’t thank 
you enough. 
The Williams/Langenheim/Wentzell families 

         VBS 2017!   
 
VBS will be held the week of 
August 14-18 at Brewster  
Baptist Church.  Once again we will be joining 
with BBC and Northside UMC as we host 120 
kids for a great week of faith & fun.  It is for kids 
in pre-school (potty-trained) through 5th 
grade.  There is a sign-up sheet in Fellowship 
Hall for all those interested in taking part.  
Please consider volunteering to help!  

  Second Annual 

       GOLF ‘FORE’ HOT   
         MEALS CLASSIC 
 
 

 

The tournament was held on Monday, May 8, 
at Dennis Highlands Golf Course, Dennis, 
MA.  This special tournament helps to feed 
the needy in our community. A great time 
was had by all who participated, and those 
who cheered them on!  We are proud that we 
raised $21,190. Expenses were $8,033.56, 
money put back into the community!  And 
the total raised for hot meals is $13,156.44. 
AWESOME!  

There are so many people and groups to 
thank, but Mike Coute is at the top of the  
list.  His enthusiasm and leadership are  
inspirational!  And thanks to the tournament 
treasurer Jennifer Johnson, too.  Of course, 
all the people and companies that donated 
items for the raffle, the tee signs and hole  
donations, as well as all the golfers helped 
make the day such a success.  Get ready for 
next year!! 

 

 

 

 

 
June 18:  TIME CHANGE!  9:30 service 
On Father’s Day we move our Sunday service  
to 9:30 for the summer.  Don’t sleep in 

July 5: 7 pm Patriotic Night  
Plan to join us for a fun evening of song and story about 
this great country of ours.   
 
July 8: 5:30-7 pm Chicken Dinner Check with Bill 
Bohlin if you’d like to help out. 
 
July 26:  5-7 pm  Beach night at Corporation beach in  
Dennis.   
 
And for choir members (and those who have sung with  
the choir this year):  Hal and Evelyn Smith are hosting an  
End-of-Year party at their home (76 Pompano Road,  
Yarmouth Port) on June 6th at 6:00 pm. It’s pot-luck, so 
bring some goodies to share.  RSVP at  
evelyn3662003@yahoo.com. 

 

 

Thank you so much for the  
tangible expressions of love and 

care that you have provided  
during my recent surgery and  

ongoing recovery.  Your prayers, cards, 
meals and gifts have been an amazing  
blessing to me and our entire family.   

How loved we are! 
-Ann Agurkis 
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Cape Cod Covenant Church 
P.O. Box 219 
S. Dennis, MA   02660 
Return Service Requested 

 

"“O give thanks to the Lord, call on his name; make known his deeds 
among the peoples! Sing to him, sing praises to him; tell of all his 

wonderful works! Glory in his holy name; let the hearts of those who 
seek the Lord rejoice! Seek the Lord and his strength; seek his 

presence continually!"     Psalm 105:1-4 
 

WORSHIP SERVICE: 10:30am 
NURSERY CARE and KIDS’ TIME  

(through Grade 4) 

WORSHIP CHANGE JUNE 18TH: 9:30am 
NURSERY CARE through Grade 3 ONLY 

through the summer 
We  look forward to seeing you! 

 
 

Pastor Johnny Agurkis and Pastor Tom Nelson 
Cape Cod Covenant Church,  

11 Satucket Road, Brewster, MA 02631 
mailing:  P.O. Box 219, S. Dennis, MA 02660 

Phone:  508-385-2223   
Email:  capecovenantchurch@comcast.net 

website:  www.capecodcovenantchurch.com   
 

 


