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    A PRAYER FOR THE NEW YEAR 
 

Our Loving God, 

We want to start this year with a prayer and 
with you. Thank you for being a loving and 
caring God.  We turn to you as things are 
changing in this world.  We want to be honest 
and really share with you who we are.  We  
pray that your Holy Spirit would give us an 
open heart and mind so that we can know you 
better and walk each day with Jesus in this  
life we share.  We come to you as we start a 
new year with a long list of concerns, of  
things to do, and a pile of personal and  
relational agendas.  Some, as you know  
already, are more difficult than others for us to 
live with and to work on.  But it feels good to 
talk to you about them, Lord God.  We are 
grateful that you are able to work with us on 
every matter, and that we can learn from Jesus  
about life in all of its diversities – the awesome 
and the terrible; the good and the wrong; the 
difficult to “swallow” and the many blessings 
we partake of each day.  We ask you to guide 
us, but also to forgive us not just for our sins, 
but also when we don’t listen to Jesus and his 
words of life.  Forgive us for listening to the 
desires of self and powers that disregard others. 

When we think of your love and the blessings 
we have, we are thankful, but we need to be 
more attentive and not take things for granted 
or as if we are entitled to them.  We thank you 
for food, health, happiness, good habits, and the 
purpose we feel when we serve the needs of 
others first.  We thank you for help in difficult 
times and for the ways you use our conscience 
to pull upon our choices.  We thank you for 
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those moments when laughter comes and when 
beauty strikes us still.  We thank you for those 
times when we put aside temporary emotions and 
judgments and rest in your eternal joy. 

Lord, hear us as we pray for others, especially for 
those whose particular needs we know.  We pray 
for those in our day who are trapped: those trapped 
treading the water of living off experiences long 
past or just living in the moment now;  those 
trapped in loneliness, fear, worry of what tomorrow 
might bring;  those whose health is shaky; those 
trapped in attitudes and habits of the heart that 
break down what is good.  We pray for those 
trapped in the strangling powers that only break 
down life.  And Lord, you know where each one of 
us needs to be free and to let your grace shake us to 
a new way and a new day.  We know you have a 
pathway for each of us to follow. 

We thank you for heartfelt feelings, for the release 
and freedom from all the traps that catch us so 
quickly.  We thank you for the gentle peace we feel 
when we learn how to trust you.  We thank you for 
the faith that binds us together, and for our church 
family where we encourage, learn, share and care 
in so many strong ways.  We give thanks for causes 
that use us to help others and, at the same time,  
enrich us in so many ways.  We give thanks for 
courage that helps us deal with what, at times,  
we feel is an unacceptable turn of events or  
circumstances.  So often we later see just how  
you continue to weave your tapestry of grace.  We 
give you thanks for the peace and the stamina to 
keep going – your peace is such a wonderful gift. 

We pray for so many dear souls who have been 
victims this past year – of crime, of tragedy in na-
ture, of war, of disease.  We pray that you will be 
with all who live now in the strong emotions that 
come with the loss of a loved one.  As we pray for 
each one may you draw near and walk with them 
through their grief and sadness.  You surely have 
been there and we know you are acquainted with  
all that life can throw at us. 

We look for you each day, Lord Jesus.  May your 

joy touch us and lift us and guide us today.  

    -Pastor Tom 
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Please Note:  Due date to submit: 

2nd Monday of the month 
(for the following month)  

(or earlier if possible).   
Please be as brief as possible. 

 

To submit your article,  
please send it by email to: 

capecovenantchurch@comcast.net 
If you do not have email,  

please type your submission and leave 
it in the office.   

If you are interested in having a list of 
church family members’ birthdays 

and anniversaries, you may pick up a 
list in the office. 

 
 
 

The annual March and  
Commemoration honoring  
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.  

will be held on Sunday,  
January 15th,  

at 1:30 pm in Hyannis. 

Blood Pressure Screenings 
 

Blood pressure screenings are 
held on the second  Sunday of 

every month following worship 
service.  Anyone wishing to 

have their blood pressure 
checked  is invited to see one of 
our nurses in the Library after 

church. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
SEMI-ANNUAL MEETING 

January 22nd 

We will be meeting after the service to discuss the church budget 
and other financial issues.  Information for the meeting will be 
available for you to take home and review on January 8th.   
 

Please plan to attend this important meeting.  Also, if you have  
not already made your pledge, pledge card information is available 
in the narthex.  The cards can be placed in the offering plates on 
January 1st and 8th.  Also, pledge envelopes are available in the 
narthex for your use.  Thank you. 

 

 

2017 Week of Prayer 
for Christian Unity 

 
For more than 60 years, the  

Evangelical Covenant Church has  
provided materials for a week of  

prayer during the month of January.  
These devotions both challenge and 
equip followers of Jesus to live a life 
of prayer and to continually seek new 

ways to develop this life-giving  
practice.  This year’s devotional is  

centered on Galatians 5:22-23 and is 
entitled “Bearing Fruit in Prayer”.  

These materials will be available in  
the church narthex beginning on  

January 1st.  We invite you to take a 
copy for use at home.  We will have a 
special prayer meeting at church on 
Wednesday January 4th at 4 pm and 

the sanctuary will be open throughout 
the week for times of private prayer 

and devotion. 

 All are welcome.  
 

 

SUNDAY MORNING  
COFFEE HOUR  

SUPPORT! 
Please talk with your  

commission or group chair  
to volunteer if you are able for 

the month as listed below.  
Commission chairs...please talk 

with Hal Smith,  
339-793-0548, to coordinate. 

 

 

 

 

 

January, Tuesday Morning  
Bible Study 

  Lolly Warner, 508-362-4789 

February, Finance Commission 
  Andrew Foss, 508-694-7751 
 

March, Worship and Music  
Commission 

   Margaret Potter, 508-430-2164 
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Thank you from the  
Andrea Holden Foundation 
 
Dear Pastor Tom, Pastor Johnny 
and the Congregation, 
So many people have told me that the Andrea 
Holden is one of their favorite races of the year 
because this community really comes together to 
lift up our Cape kids in need.  Thank you so much 
for your generous sponsorship — it is key to our 
success.    -Bill Holden 

ADVENT THANKS 
 

It’s been another busy Advent season.  The pageant was 
marvelous; special thanks to all the kids who played and 

sang and read so well, and to all the adults who  
somehow managed to pull it all together. Pastors Tom 
and Johnny were always there to help and advise and 

Caitlyn Shea, Lindsay Bryant and Nancy Nelson worked 
overtime to make everything happen.  They put together 

the pageant (with lots of help from many people who 
graciously donated their time), and Nancy once again 

managed to get the choir to perform above and beyond 
what we all believe we are capable of.  Thanks to Dave 
Valle for his reading during the concert, and to Betsy  

Doriss for her beautiful oboe playing .  And a very special 
thank you to Nancy Nelson for working despite her  

recent surgery.  Nancy, you are amazing!   

We had a lot of special music by our youth this year:   
Our children did a great job singing, and I hope they  

never stop! We had Allison McCarthy and Tobi Agurkis on 
violin, Jake McCarthy on clarinet, Lucy Agurkis and Emily 

Botsivales on flute,  Elsie Agurkis on euphonium (!),  
Tanner Agurkis on trumpet and Theo Lavoie on piano.  
They all continue to grow as musicians, and we’re all 

grateful that they’re willing to share this special gift of 
music with us. 

What a blessing to be part of such a loving (and lovable) 
church family.  Thanks to those who stepped in at the 

last minute and made the evening programs come  
together. Special thanks to both our pastors for their  

unwavering support and counsel.  

HANGING OF THE GREENS 
 

Readers: Lucy Agurkis, Emily Botsivales, Jack and  
Eric Carder, Jacob McCarthy, and, of course,  

Pastor Tom and Pastor Johnny 
Greenskeepers:  Jack and Eric Carder 

and the many—the Agurkis family, Lolly Warner, Eve 
Wemett and others — who helped with the  

wreath-making.  They were beautiful!  And to Fellowship 
Task Team and the Missions Commission who made the 
delicious spaghetti dinner.  Definitely a tradition worth 

keeping. 

HOLIDAY SING-ALONG 
Special thanks to Meredith Downing and Marlyce  
Peterson for their willingness to work through my  

last minute planning.   

Claudia Stecker 

P.O. Box 7 

38 Uncle Levis Lane 

South Chatham, MA 02659 

Phone: 404-272-1862 

email: capecodclaudia@gmail.com 

 

Joan Devine 

108 Sea Street 

Dennisport MA 02634 

Phone: 774-212-6823 

YOGA for the NEW YEAR! 
Start the new year right.   

 
Alice Boyle will once again offer free yoga classes on 

Saturday mornings at 10:00am in Fellowship Hall.  We 
will start up on January 14, 2017. Bring your mat.  If you 

don’t have one, we have some available for your use.  
Come join us! 

Thanks to the Fellowship Task Team for organizing the 
Caroling Night.  The smiles on people’s faces made us 

all feel great.  And it was wonderful to be with Bob  
DuBois and hear him sing again.  The pizza afterwards 

was a good idea!  Thanks. 
 

And an extra special thank-you to Bob Wilson for  
keeping the church sparkling, not just during the  

holiday season, but always.  And to Henry Jessop for 
painting the restrooms and making them look clean and 

nice for us.  Hard work done with love. 

Yours in Christ and with great love, Sara Pattie 
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Christmas Card Tree 
The following people have sent Christmas card greetings 

     located on the tree in Fellowship Hall to all of you in their church family. 

Bob and Pauline Nelson 
Millie Ericson 

The Buchholtz Family (missionaries) 
The Bryant Family 
The Shea Family 

Norm and Marlyce Peterson 
Homer and Betty Johnson 

The Coute Family 
Bruce Morrison 

Hal and Evelyn Smith 
The McMurtrey Family 
Bill and Sheryl Stone 

David and Judy Andersen 
Sara Pattie 

The Yerkes Family 
Sharon and Henry Jessop 

Lolly Warner 
Todd, Meredith and Payton Peters 

Pastor Tom, Nancy and Family 
Joan Thompson 

Roland and Martha Young 
The Carder Family 

Rusty and Janine (Annis) Young and Family 
The Fuller Family 

George and Evelyn Elia 
Eve Wemett 

Michael and Susan Smith 
Joyce St. Pierre 

David and Kathy Valle 
Save Globally Staff 

Adelbrook Staff 
Visiting Nursing Association of Cape Cod 

Glivinski and Associates 
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January concerns 

Elsa Abele  (friend of Kristine Strand) Undergoing treatments for lung cancer 
Cindy Doherty  Health concerns and treatments 
Rachel Ash (niece to Bonnie and Stu Eyman) – who suffered a 
   second stroke while recovering from recent surgery, Arvada Hospital 
Family of Bob Holm, who passed to glory at age 96 
Norma Houseman  Hospice care, Eagle Pond Nursing Home 
Ralph Houseman  Recovering at home from recent hospitalization 
Don MacDermot (Tim Howard’s grandfather) Undergoing radiation and  
   chemo treatment for spinal cancer, St. Vincent’s 
Denver Mayo (8-year-old relative of Kristine and Ingrid Strand) Difficult recovery  
   from brain surgery, awaiting test results 
Margaret McNabney (close friend of Bill Potter’s cousin, Connie) Serious heart  
   problems, Hammond, IN 
Glen Peterson  Home following recent hospitalization. Treatments 
George Popovici (good friend of Jimmy Roberts) Critical health concerns 
Jimmy Roberts  Treatments at Dana Farber  
Deborah Thompson and David Palmer  Recovering from recent surgeries 
Bob Wakefield   Recovering from surgery and continued dialysis treatments,  
   Cape Regency Rehab Center 
 

Recent health concerns and undergoing treatment 
Heidi Arsenault  Ongoing health concerns 
Bill Buyer (son of Bob and Margaret Buyer) Cancer treatments 
Terry Curry (friend of Bill Potter) Cancer diagnosis 
Judy Daly  Undergoing treatments 
Mary Daly (friend of the Agurkis family) Recovering from broken vertebrae in her 
neck and back 
Tom Donahue Recovering from hip surgery, home 
Harry Elia (11-year-old grandson of George and Evelyn Elia)  Recovering from surgery 
Ed Nimmo (friend of Sue and John Peschier) Pancreatic Cancer 
Duane Peterson (relative of the Mancini’s and the Dvorak’s) Pancreatic Cancer 
Carol Ryder (extended family of Carl and Ann Shelley) Treatments, NY 
Julie Stecker (Al Stecker’s wife and mother to Claudia Stecker and Andrea Love)  
Wingate, Harwich 
Harold Warner (son of Lolly Warner)  Wound care 
Dona Jean Wassell (Lynn Read’s cousin) Health concerns 
Nina Wikman (friend of Lynn Read and Nancy Russo) Cancer diagnosis 

Ongoing concerns 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Current Prayer Concerns 

Newsletter! 
As you my 

know, we are 
now emailing 

our newsletter to those 
who have email.   

If you’d prefer, you are  
always welcome to receive 
a printed copy in the mail,  
or you can pick yours up  
at church.  Just let Joan 
know in the office if you 

would like to do this. 
Thank you! 

Christopher Baker 
Ardis Bardh 
Avis Cayton 
Bob DuBois 
Kay Endris 
Ted Glasgow 
Bunny Haas 
George and Thelma Hartmann 

 

 

 

How You Can 
Support Pilgrim 

Pines! 
 

If you shop on-line 
through Amazon,  
please sign up for 

Amazon Smiles and 
choose Pilgrim Pines 

as your charity.   
Amazon Smiles is a 
non-profit arm of  
Amazon in which 

0.5% of all purchase 
prices are donated to 
the charity of your 
choice.  So you can 

shop like normal  
and support  

Pilgrim Pines in the 
process!  A win-win! 

 

 

Fran Hedlund 
Arthur Hvoslef  
Isabelle Isham 
Bob and Pauline Nelson 
Joyce Nickerson 
Eleanor Olson 
Edna Swanson 
Blake Watson 
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PANTRY DONATION BOX                 

On the first Sunday of each month  
the Hands of Hope Food Pantry box 
is at the front of the church for your 
donations.  You may bring food donations at  
any time, but this helps remind us each month  
to remember the food pantry when we are  
grocery shopping.   

Suggested items include: 
soup, mayo, mustard, ketchup, juice boxes and 
healthy school snacks, canned fruits and meats, 
cereals, pasta and sauce. And they are always in 
need of juice! 

Thank you for your help with such an important 
mission to feed those in need. Everyone is grateful 
for your continued support.  

 

 

 

 
 

 

Tuesday Morning Bible Study 
The Tuesday Morning Bible Study resumes  

January  10th at 10am and will welcome YOU  
to join us as we continue our study of the 

Psalms.  Contact is Lolly Warner, 508-362-4789 
 
 

Covenant Wednesday Evening Bible Study 
This group resumes January 18th at 7pm 

Contact is Rev. George Elia, 508-362-9276. 
 
 

Ladies’ Book Groups 
The Wednesday Evening Ladies’ Book group will 

meet at Mary Lavoie’s house on January 11th  
at 6:30 pm.   

Contact is Sharon Hirsch, 508-385-6787.  
 

Men’s Discussion Group 

Meets Saturday mornings in the church library at  
8 am.  You are welcome to join us anytime.   

Contact is David Valle, 508-896-5113 

Thursday Breakfast Groups 
both at 8:30 am 

Ladies meet at Olympia’s Restaurant in  
South Yarmouth 

Men meet at Grumpy’s Restaurant in 
Dennis 

 

Join in for great discussion and fellowship. 

All are welcome! 

MERCHANDISE CARDS 
 

Merchandise Cards to 
support the homeless on Cape Cod are 
on sale after church on the 2nd and 4th Sundays 
each month. 
 

Various denominations are available from mer-
chants, such as Stop and Shop, Shaws, CVS, etc.   
Cards from additional merchants can be ordered.  
Please see the retail card table in Fellowhip Hall.  

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
WINTERFEST 2017 

An East Coast Conference retreat for  
students in grades 8-12 

January 6-8, 2017 
Young Life's Lake Champion in  

Glen Spey, NY 
Register online at www.pilgrimpines.org 

See Pastor Johnny for more details 

 

http://www.pilgrimpines.org
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Mission of the Month for January  

FAITH FAMILY KITCHEN UPDATE 

 

     God is good!  The newly rebuilt kitchen is up and running at Faith Assembly of God Church with 
Cathy Cugini, our Interim Executive Chef/Program Director in place, turning out tasty meals three 
evenings a week.  We are serving families with children during the first 45 minutes and adult guests 
during the second 45 minutes of the serving period.  Our chef is getting rave reviews from our guests!  

     There are many changes as we transition to a new way of serving our food-insecure neighbors.  
Each church that covers a meal is responsible to cover a time period from 3 pm to 7 pm, taking care of 
setting up the dining room, prepping food, washing pots and pans, serving the meals, and cleaning up 
the dining hall after the meal.  For this role, we need people to cover specific responsibilities and this 
schedule of volunteers will be filled by our team captain, Avis Carter.  There will no longer be a  
signup sheet in Fellowship Hall but if you are interested in helping with a meal, let Avis know.  She 
will be making up the list with volunteers who are familiar with the new routine.  As we move ahead, 
we will add new people to the team so that we always have experienced people as well as new people 
on our team.    

     In January, Faith Family Kitchen will be our church’s Mission of the Month.  What we raise in  
the mission offering for the month will be our contribution to the operating budget of the kitchen for 
this next year.  I am asking you to be generous in your giving so that our church may contribute  
abundantly.  As we have planned the operating budget for this ministry, our hope is that each of our 
serving churches might be able to contribute at least $2000.  I know this seems like a lot but just think 
of it this way: if you were a banana furnisher or a cookie baker, you spent money to do that.  There is 
no more need for providing actual food… just operating funds.  Consider this as you plan your gift for 
the January mission offering.   

     Cape Cod Covenant Church has been the backbone of this movement since the beginning.  We 
served the first meal and have served monthly for the 4 years and 8 months of the “cook and carry” 
method.  Pastor Tom introduced us to Cathy Cugini who has turned out to be the one putting the  
ministry in place in the new kitchen.  Greg Botsivales has spear-headed the whole rebuild effort with 
both fundraising and construction oversight.  So, so, so many of you have stepped up to cook  
and serve over and over again!  Once again, how very blessed we are to be a part of such a wonderful 
church family who cares for our neighbors.  God is good! Thank you. 

 

Yours in Christ, 

Judy McCullough 
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Cape Cod Covenant Church 
P.O. Box 219 
S. Dennis, MA   02660 
Return Service Requested 

 

"“O give thanks to the Lord, call on his name; make known his deeds 
among the peoples! Sing to him, sing praises to him; tell of all his 

wonderful works! Glory in his holy name; let the hearts of those who 
seek the Lord rejoice! Seek the Lord and his strength; seek his 

presence continually!"     Psalm 105:1-4 
 

WORSHIP SERVICE: 10:30am 
 

 Sunday School:   
 

Adults 9:00am 
Children during church service 

 

NURSERY CARE 
Provided during worship throughout the year 

We  look forward to seeing you! 
 
 
 

Cape Cod Covenant Church, 11 Satucket Road, Brewster, MA 02631 
mailing:  P.O. Box 219, S. Dennis, MA 02660 

Phone:  508-385-2223  Email:  capecovenantchurch@comcast.net 
website:  www.capecodcovenantchurch.com    

 

 


