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“In the silence of a midwinter dusk, there is a sound so faint  

that for all you can tell it may be only the sound of the silence itself. 

You hold your breath to listen. You are aware of the beating of your heart. 

The extraordinary thing that is about to happen is matched only by  
the extraordinary moment just before it happens. 

Advent is the name of that moment.” 

-Frederick Buechner, Whistling in the Dark: A Doubter’s Dictionary 

 

When I think of Advent, this wonderful season leading us on our journey to Bethlehem 
and the birth of Christ, I don’t often think of silence. Most of the journey of Advent is 
filled with noise: much of it beautiful and inspiring (Handel’s Messiah, Longfellow’s  
I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day - John Gorka’s version is my personal favorite) 
drawing us nearer and closer to the Light of the stable. But there’s also plenty of just 
busy background noise too. Noise that helps us to enjoy the spirit of Christmas, but  
does little to lead us to the Spirit who is Christmas. 

In the midst of all the noise, both beautiful and busy, there’s scarce room for silence. 
Scarce room for the still, small voice, the whisper on the wind, or the hush of peace.  
So much noise that it is easy to miss Advent’s call. 

I imagine the silence that first holy night for the shepherds, as they gathered out in their 
fields, protecting their flocks at night…that moment of perfect silence just before the 
heavens burst forth in songs and praise, proclaiming the good news for all people. That 
sacred moment of silence is Advent. 
 
I pray that as we journey through this season of anticipation, we might allow ourselves  
to discover a few moments of silence in the midst of the noise. That we might find the 
“sound so faint” that Buechner describes, and in doing so, find the extreme joy of the 
extraordinary moment that exists just before the arrival of the extraordinary thing. 

Peace — Pastor Johnny 

DECEMBER 2017 

Cape Cod 
Covenant 
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Mission 
Statement 

 
By the grace 
of God, we 

strive to be a       
welcoming 

community of 
Christ's        

disciples;   
committed to 

sharing His 
love, 

maturing in 
faith and 

growing His 
church on  
Cape Cod    

and 
throughout 
the world. 
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The Covenanter 

Please Note:  Due date to submit: 

2nd Monday of the month 
(for the following month)  

(or earlier if possible).   
Please be as brief as possible. 

 

To submit your article,  
please send it by email to: 

capecovenantchurch@comcast.net 
If you do not have email,  

please type your submission and leave it 
in the office.   

If you are interested in having a list of 
church family members’ birthdays 

and anniversaries, you may pick up a 
list in the office. 

 

 

CELEBRATIONS OF THE SEASON 

 

ST. LUCIA BREAKFAST—Saturday, Dec. 9th, 10:00 am 
Join us for this annual tradition!  Yummy food and a special program 
with our Lucia Queen make this a great way to make the season bright.  
Please sign up in Fellowship Hall!   
 
The choir will practice after the breakfast! 
 
KIDS’ MOVIE NIGHT — Saturday, Dec. 9th, 6:00 pm 
Come enjoy a fun evening watching “The Grinch” 

CHOIR CHRISTMAS CONCERT    
December 10th, 10:30 am, during Worship 
 
COMMUNITY CAROL SINGING, Sunday, Dec. 10th, 4:30 pm 
The Fellowship Commission invites you to join in an old-fashioned 
carol singing trip around the community.  (see p. 4) 

HOLIDAY SING-ALONG – Wednesday, Dec. 13th. 7:00 pmGet 
ready to sing all those Christmas favorites.  We’ll share stories and 
songs that will help us feel that special spirit of the Christmas season.  
God is good to us all year long, so let’s let him know how happy we are 
to celebrate his presence in our lives. 

 
 

CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS PAGEANT 
  December 24th, 10:30am, during Worship 

 
CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE 
  Sunday, December 24th, 5:00pm 
 
MERRY CHRISTMAS! 
  Monday, December 25th 
 
NEW YEAR’S EVE MORNING SERVICE 
  Sunday, December  31st, 10:30 am 
     Adult Sunday School and Nursery only 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hands of Hope Outreach  

Center 

Holiday 2017 

As you prepare for your holiday meals, 
help another family by donating special 
holiday items for the food pantry.   

Suggested items include: 
Stuffing mix, Gravy, Boxed Potatoes, 
Cranberry Sauce, Canned Corn,  
Pickles, Olives, Relishes, Crackers or 
Cookies, and Corn Muffin Mix.  You 
can also donate a gift card towards  
turkey purchases.  Thank you! 

And don’t forget that we also collect 
food for the Pantry on the first Sunday 
of each month in our box on the altar. 
Items include soup, stew, chili, healthy 
school snacks for kids. 

 

 



3 

The Covenanter 

CHRISTMAS CARD TREE 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We  have set up our special 
Christmas Card Tree again this year.  You are 

invited to send your Christmas  
greetings to Church friends and family by 

placing your card on the tree.  The money you 
save on stamps can be placed in the  

donation box next to the tree. 
 

Don’t forget to check the tree when you come 
to church to see all the beautiful cards.     

 

SUNDAY MORNING COFFEE HOUR SUPPORT! 
Please talk with your commission or group chair  

to volunteer if you are able for the month as listed  
below.  Commission chairs...please talk with  

Hal Smith, 339-793-0548, to coordinate. 
 

 

December, Properties 

  Stephen Johnson, 774-237-9018 

January, Tuesday Morning Bible Study 
  Lolly Warner, 508-362-4789 
 

February, Finance Commission 
  Andrew Foss, 508-694-7751 

 

   

  Dear Church Family, 
  We thank each and every one of you 
  for your healing prayers throughout 
  Harry’s recent hip surgery.  Your  
  cards, goodies, rides to the hospital, 

visits and phone calls made us feel both loved and 
supported.  How fortunate we are to belong to such a 
caring church family!  May God bless each one of you. 

He is a great God!  Harry and Jean Canning 

Dear Church Family,  

Thank you for all the wonderful ways you’ve  
expressed your care and love toward us during this 
time of surgery and rehabilitation I’ve been 
“enduring”.   
The dozens of get-well cards and notes, the fun gifts 
and meals, the visits by so many of you, and your  
prayers have all been a blessing to both me and  
Evelyn.  I’m hopeful that we’ll both be back in church 
again very soon.  We really miss the spiritual nurture 
and the fellowship.  God bless you all, 

George Elia 

 

 

 
 

 

GOD’S GIFT 

As we go through Advent this year, be  
renewed in your faith.  Read the words of your 
favorite carols, and find new meaning.  As you 

sing them, feel the music and words filling 
your spirit, and let the worries of this world be 

washed away as we “wait for that great and 
glorious day.”   

 

 

SATURDAY MORNING YOGA 
 

We will be meeting this month.  
Come join us December 2nd,  
16th and 23rd.  Help relieve the holiday  
tension, and get ready for the new year! 

 

CHURCH CLEAN-UP 

Please join us on Saturday, 
December 2nd, from 9-12 to help clean up our 
church grounds, and bring your gardening tools 
(rakes, clippers, etc.).  Please contact Stephen 
Johnson (774-237-9058) with any questions.  
Thanks for your support of our church! 
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HANDS OF HOPE 

CHRISTMAS PROGRAM                                 

This is a very special mission of the Cape Cod 
Council of Churches where they collect gifts for 
ALL those in need—from infants to adults. You 

may bring your unwrapped, new gifts to the 
church during the first week of December.  

 
The last collection day will be Sunday,  

December 10th! Gift ideas include new clothing, 
toys or games, books, gift certificates for clothing 

and CDs for teens.   

The Cape Cod Council of Churches is very  
grateful for all donations. 

Thank you! 

 

  

 

 

 

 

LUCIA BREAKFAST DECEMBER 9th 

Join us for our annual Santa Lucia breakfast on  
Saturday, December 9th at 10 am 

There is a sign-up sheet in Fellowship Hall, so plan to 
do some good Swedish cooking.  We can also use  

helpers to set up and clean up.  If you have 
Swedish decorations, let Nancy Nelson know and  

bring them to church Friday the 8th.   
If you’d like to help, contact Laura McCarthy or  

Jeannie Botsivales for more information. 

 

 

MERCHANDISE CARD SALES 

 

Merchandise Cards to support the homeless on  
Cape Cod will be on sale after church on the 4th 
and 18th of December.   It’s a great way to get 

Christmas gifts and help others at the same time. 
 

There are several denominations available from  
various merchants, such as Stop and Shop,  

Shaws, CVS, etc.  You may also order cards  
from additional merchants such as the  

99 Restaurant, Olive Garden,  
Regal Cinemas and more. 

                          
  THANK YOU! 

 

STUDY GROUPS 
 

The Tuesday Morning Bible Study will continue its 
study of the Psalms during December. Please join us any 
time for lively and open discussions.  We will not meet 

on December 26th or January 2nd, but will resume  
January 9th. 

 
Ladies’ Book groups will not meet in   

December. 
 

Covenant Wednesday Evening Bible Study will not be 
meeting during December. 

 

 

                            
 

 

COME CAROLING! 

Please join the Fellowship Task Team on Sunday,  
December 10th at 4:30 pm as we head out for a fun 

evening of caroling.  After the caroling, we will return to 
the church for pizza and drinks.   

A sign-up sheet is in Fellowship Hall, so please plan to 
come.  It’s a fun time and very much  
appreciated by all the people we visit. 
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December concerns 
 

Betsy Anderson Recovering from knee surgery 
Bill Buyer (son of Bob and Margaret Buyer) Serious leg infection 
Rev. George Elia Recovering from hip surgery 
Michael Emerson (North Park University provost) Recovering from open heart surgery 
Buck Fenton Recovering from recent surgery and health concerns 
Jim Gilrein Recovering from heart surgery 
Chris Golden (the Wakefield’s grandson) Recovering from surgery for brain cancer at MGH, treatments 
Rev. Alden Johnson Recent diagnosis 
Joe Kaestner (friend of the Women’s Breakfast Group) Cancer treatments 
Ann Kaner-Roth (45-yr-old friend of Sybil O’Brien’s family) Second surgery for brain cancer, treatments 
Edward Lavoie Beginning a year-long discipleship program with Teen Challenge in New York 
The family of Jean Sander on her recent passing. A service will be held at church on December 5th, 11am 

Recent health concerns and undergoing treatment 

Elsa Abele (friend of Kristine Strand) Undergoing treatments for lung cancer 
Cia Andersson (Judy Nelson’s cousin) Undergoing treatments for cancer 
Heidi Arsenault Ongoing health concerns 
Rachel Ash (niece of Stuart and Bonnie Eyman) Diagnosed with Multiple Sclerosis 
Mike Forrest Ongoing serious health concerns 
Pat Forrest Recovering at home 
Ralph Houseman Ongoing rehab, home 
Rick Knowlton (good friend and colleague of Jimmy Roberts) Severe health concerns 
John Lumbard (Al’s son) Health concerns 
Don MacDermot (Tim Howard’s grandfather) Treatments for spinal cancer, St. Vincent’s 
Colin McPartlan (son of Patty Keefe - friend of Mike Coute) Health concerns 
Erin Pember (niece of Stuart and Bonnie Eyman) Diagnosed with Multiple Sclerosis 
Duane Peterson (relative of the Mancini’s and the Dvorak’s) Pancreatic Cancer 
Glen Peterson Health concern 
George Popovici (good friend of Jimmy Roberts) Critical health concerns 
Joy Potter (13-year-old granddaughter of Bill Potter) Praying for healing and no further treatments 
Ted Van Der Meid (friend of Kristine Strand) Treatments for pancreatic and liver cancer 
Bob Wakefield Health concerns 

 

Please remember in prayer those who have ongoing health concerns 

 

Prayer Concerns 

Ardis Bardh 
Kay Endris 
Ted Glasgow 
Bunny Haas 
George and Thelma Hartmann 
Fran Hedlund 

 
 

Arthur Hvoslef 
Isabelle Isham 
Bob and Pauline Nelson 
Joyce Nickerson 
Eleanore Olson 
Edna Swanson 
Blake Watson   
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WINTERFEST! 
Winterfest is more than just another weekend retreat — it’s an  
 experience!  It’s an all-inclusive event providing food, lodging, 
recreational activities, teaching and an amazing program.  It takes  
place at the beautiful Young Life Retreat Center in Glen Spey, NY. 
 Register through the Pilgrim Pines website at  
 www.pilgrimpines.org 

 

CHIC IS COMING! 

July 15-20, 2018 

University of Tennessee 

More than 5000 high school students from Evangelical Covenant Churches  
across the country will be coming together to learn how they fit into the bigger  
picture of God’s Kingdom. There will be base camps, excursions, main stage speak-
ers, bands and worship.  
For students completing grades 9, 10, 11 and 12 in 2018. 

 
 
And don’t forget all the activities at Pilgrim Pines! 
   
There are lots of other youth and family activities at Pilgrim Pines throughout the year.   
Check the bulletin board in Fellowship Hall for all the information. 

 
                               

 

 

 

 

 

And don’t forget our regular youth activities!   
Club 47 (for youth grades 4-7) meets on Fridays from 6:30-8 pm. 

This month we will meet on the 1st and 15th.   
 

Senior High Youth group meets Sunday evenings from 6-7:30 pm. 
This month we’ll meet on the 3rd, 10th, 17th. 

Also, remember Movie Night, December 9th at 6 pm.  We’ll watch “The Grinch”!!  
Plan to join us for a fun time. 
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Mission of the Month – December 

COVENANT HIGH IN CHRIST (CHIC) 

 
CHIC is the Covenant Church’s conference for high school students. Every three years 
more than 5000 students come together in one place to glimpse how they fit into the  
bigger picture of God’s Kingdom. This year the theme is UNITE. At CHIC lives are changed 
as students are inspired to dive deeper in their faith together. They gather for five days  
of worship, transformation and fun. CHIC is about equipping a generation to find their 
place in God’s family and mobilizing them to change their communities and the world. 
This year CHIC will be held from July 15 to July 20 at the University of Tennessee in  
Knoxville. We would like to support our high school students in their effort to raise  
money to attend this life-changing event. Please pray for those who are organizing this 
event, for the counselors, guides, preachers, performers, adult chaperones, and most of 
all the teenage participants. 
 

 

SOUP COOKBOOKS ARE READY! 

Soup Cookbooks to benefit Covenant Kids Congo are on sale in 
time for Christmas. They are just $10, and have lots of wonderful 
soup recipes to warm your body and lift your spirits. They are 
great as stocking stuffers or hostess gifts. Pick one up at the 
church office or see Ingrid Strand. 
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THANK YOU! 
 

Our second Holly Day Fair was a great success, and showed great Fellowship, Leadership and  
Discipleship.  Special thanks goes to Mike Coute for his leadership and planning.  And many thanks 

belong also to the volunteers who spent so many hours getting things ready for the big day.   
Here are a few: 

All who made donations to the Silent Auction 
The Bake Sale table was taken care of by Donna McCaffrey, and Marlyce Peterson 

Brad Johnson, and Stephen and Jennifer Johnson took care of the Second-Time-Around Store 
Susan Smith and Joyce St. Pierre were in charge of the Arts and Crafts table  

Avis Carter, Barbara Bianco, Joyce Fuller, and Laurel Peterson took care of the Jewelry room 
Alice Boyle, Christine Smith, and Evelyn Smith co-chaired the Plant Sale Table   

Bill and Debbie Bohlin oversaw the luncheon 
Laura and Allison McCarthy, and Judy Nelson were in charge of the Kaffe Stuga  

Sharon Hirsch, Jan Gilrein, Sheryl Stone, and Sandy Wunderlich took care of the Book Nook  
Ursula Coute and Joyce Zavorskas organized and took care of the Art Room 

Ingrid and Kristine Strand were in charge of the Linens table 
Ruth Gawle and Carol-lynn Cotnoir hosted the Christmas table 

Debby Barbo and Margaret Potter were in charge of the Gift Basket table 
Jim and Kate Bundy took care of the Games and Puzzles table 

 

And that doesn’t even tell the half of it!  There were so many who donated time, goods and hands to 
serve.  Hal Smith kept us going with coffee (THANK YOU!), and Bob Wilson helped set up before and 

clean up afterwards (and he had some major clean-up during!!  Thanks, Bob).  Thanks also to Joan 
Thompson for her patience and help with all the preparations, and to our Pastors Johnny and Tom 

for all their guidance and help.   
We are truly blessed here at Cape Cod Covenant Church. 

 

  

 

 
Once again, we are collecting calendars 

for our New England Seafarers’ Mission.  
There is a box in the Fellowship Hall 

entry where you can put 2018 calendars, 
which our missions team will take up to 
the Seafarers’ Mission.  PLEASE, we 

will only be collecting them November 
through January.  Thank you for helping 

with this special project. 

The Missions Commission 

CALENDARS  

COVENANT COMPANION  
MAGAZINE 

 
Are you interested in learning more about Covenant news?  
Our denominational magazine, the Covenant Companion,  

is a news source of the Evangelical Covenant Church.   
Articles deal with Christian life, the church, spirituality,  
issues impacting the Christian community, social justice, 

and outreach ministry.  The annual subscription is $18, and 
if you are interested in receiving the magazine, you can 

write a check to our church and note that it’s for the  
Covenant Companion.  We have a group subscription  
which lowers the price a bit.   For those who already  

receive the magazine, please forward you check of $18 
for the coming year.  Thank you. 
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Cape Cod Covenant Church 
P.O. Box 219 
S. Dennis, MA   02660 
Return Service Requested 

 

"“O give thanks to the Lord, call on his name; make known his deeds 
among the peoples! Sing to him, sing praises to him; tell of all his 

wonderful works! Glory in his holy name; let the hearts of those who 
seek the Lord rejoice! Seek the Lord and his strength; seek his 

presence continually!"     Psalm 105:1-4 

 

WORSHIP SERVICE: 10:30am 
 

Adult and Children’s Sunday School 
9:15am 

 

   NURSERY CARE and KIDS’ TIME  
(through Grade 4) 

Provided during worship throughout the year 
 

We are looking forward to seeing you! 
 
 

Cape Cod Covenant Church, 11 Satucket Road, Brewster, MA 02631 
mailing:  P.O. Box 219, S. Dennis, MA 02660 

Phone:  508-385-2223  Email:  capecovenantchurch@comcast.net 
website:  www.capecodcovenantchurch.com    

 

 


