
Dear beloved church family, 
 
I apologize for the length of this email, but there's a lot to say this morning. 
 
Yesterday, I came across this note that a pastor shared with her congregation.  It sums up my 
feelings perfectly at this extraordinary moment in time: 
 
Dear Everybody, 
Since I've NOT pastored people thru a pandemic before, I don't know all the answers.  But, 
I'm paying attention to science and praying for wisdom.  Together, we'll take courage, be 
patient, consider the least of these and press onward while loving our neighbors. 
Love, 
Your Pastor 
P.S. - Wash your hands!!!!! 
 
As you are already aware from my last email to you, we have canceled all church-related 
activities and events due to the coronavirus pandemic.  Hourly, new updates and directives 
are being issued by the authorities, and everyone is being asked to do their best to help 
"flatten the curve" of the infection rate.  What seemed like an over-reaction one day, 
becomes inescapable common sense the next.  It is clear, that there is still a ways to go 
before the spread of the virus is contained, and that though there are no confirmed cases as 
of yet here on the Cape, it is simply a matter of time, and in all probability it is among us 
already. 
 
After much prayer, consultation with colleagues, reviewing the information being distributed 
by governmental health agencies, a lot more prayer, and an earnest desire to do what is 
best and safest for those most susceptible to COVID-19, the decision has been made to 
cancel our Sunday morning worship services until further notice. 
 
As followers of Christ, we are called to live with faith, not fear.  This decision to cancel 
services and activities is a decision based on faith, not fear.  It is based on a deep desire to 
faithfully love God by loving our neighbors.  We have a sacred responsibility to protect our 
most vulnerable neighbors and the many precious members in our congregation who are at 
higher risk.  Now that containment efforts have failed, the best way to love one another is to 
help slow the spread of this virus so that medical facilities and professionals are not 
overwhelmed by more patients than they can care for.  To do anything less would be a 
failing of our calling as followers of Jesus Christ. 
 
So, some important details: 
 
-I will be posting a video onto our church website (and emailing you a direct link) for you to 
view on Sunday to help fill the void of our canceled worship service.  Although nothing can 
fully fill that void, I hope that it will be a help and a blessing to you.  I will read the morning 
scriptures, offer up a pastoral prayer, and share my sermon with you (no...I won't be 
singing!).  In the coming weeks, if necessary, we will attempt to live-stream. 
 
-Any small group that meets outside of the church (Women's/Men's breakfast, Knitting 
Group, Craft Group, Book Groups) is asked to discuss and make a decision among 



themselves about their continued gathering.  Please be wise and err on the side of caution. 
 
-We want to care for each other well during this unprecedented time.  Reach out to each 
other with phone calls and emails.  Check in on each other often.  If any of you has a need, 
please contact the church office and we will do our best to get you help. 
 
-Most churches are aware that decisions to cancel activities and services are going to cause 
a financial strain on their budgets.  During normal times, even one snow day that cancels a 
Sunday service impacts the budget for the entire year.  Although we are blessed with 
wonderful, faithful givers here at Cape Cod Covenant Church, we expect that this is going 
to be a challenging time financially for us.  It is crucially important that all of us continue to 
give faithfully, by mailing our offerings to the church office or giving online through our 
secure church website.  In addition, if you are at a place financially where you have the 
ability to do so, this would be an incredible time to make a generous one-time financial gift 
(in addition to your regular ongoing giving) to support the ministries of our church and help 
us through what is sure to be a financially stressful time.  I thank you in advance for the 
blessing of your faithfulness to our mission and ministry. 
 
-Though many things are changing, our God hasn't, and our God won't.  He is the same 
yesterday, today and tomorrow.  Cling to the peace and hope of that promise.  And, keep 
making good trouble for His kingdom. 
 
-I will continue to update you all via email as things evolve. 
 
As I stated in my last email, I would rather be a day early than a day late.  I would rather err 
on the side of caution.  I would rather do what is best for the least among us.  I would rather 
choose love.  I end this email with the following prayer (thanks to Vice Chair Stephen 
Dowling for bringing it to my attention): 
 
May we who are merely inconvenienced remember those whose lives are at stake. 
May we who have no risk factors remember those most vulnerable. 
May we who have the luxury of working from home remember those who must choose 
between preserving their health or making the rent. 
May we who have the flexibility to care for our children when their schools close remember 
those who have no options. 
May we who are losing our margin money in the tumult of the economic market remember 
those who have no margin at all. 
May we who settle in for a quarantine at home remember those who have no home. 
As fear grips our country, let us choose love. 
During this time when we cannot physically wrap our arms around each other, let us yet find 
ways to be the loving embrace of God to our neighbors. 
Amen. 
 
Praying for each and every one of you, for our nation and for our world. 
 
Peace, 
 
Pastor Johnny 


