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Becoming a Shepherd 

 

As our pilgrimage group approached the 
Church of the Nativity in Bethlehem 
Square, a massive fortress-like building 
whose only entrance is a 5-foot low, 
carved into the stone, doorway, it was  
difficult to imagine what it must have  
been like 2000 years ago at the birth of 
Christ. Bethlehem is loud, busy and dirty.  
Bounded by an Israeli-built “wall”  
separating the Palestinian Territory from 
Israel, the whole place feels intimidating 
for folks the first time they arrive. The 
Church of the Nativity itself is imposing 
and ugly, more of an ancient military fort 
than a church, and the crowds that descend 
upon it are suffocating at times. The day we arrived, the wait to descend the stairs to the grotto/cave  
underneath the altar area was over 2 hours long. We gathered inside with thousands of others, huddled 
together, and looked at some pictures of the grotto, and the silver-inlaid star on the marble covered stone  
that tradition says marks the spot where Christ was born…Emmanuel...”God with us”. 

Then we left. We boarded the bus and headed out a bit from the hustle and bustle, from the noise and  
chaos, out to the fields that still surround Bethlehem like they did in the days of Jesus. We went out into the 
Shepherds Fields, where today shepherds still wander with their flocks of sheep and goats, and gather in 
hillside caves at night for protection. Many of those caves have mangers, simple feed troughs, carved into  
the stone walls. Those mangers have fed thousands of animals for thousands of years. And there in the  
relative quiet and peace of the fields, it was easier to look up and imagine the star, the angel’s proclamation, 
the heavenly host… 

For most of us, the season of Advent is a whole bunch of hustle and bustle, noise and chaos, bordering on 
overwhelming. So much to do; so many events and activities and responsibilities. In between the parties, the 
concerts, the shopping, the gatherings, we find little time for gazing up to look for the star that brings with it 
good news. 
 
Make time this Advent for the Shepherd’s Fields. Make time to step away from the hustle and bustle, from  
the noise and the chaos. Take a walk along the seashore. Find a field and sit for a bit. Stroll in a quiet place. 
Find space where you are free to look up and imagine the star leading you to the manger.  
 
This Advent, become a shepherd. 
 

                 - Pastor Johnny 

 

December 2019 



2 

The Covenanter 

OFFICE HOURS  
We would like to remind everyone that the office 
is open from 9am-12noon, Tuesday - Friday.   
You are welcome to call or visit during those 
hours. Thank you. 

 
 

 

 
 

CELEBRATIONS OF THE SEASON 

 
HOLIDAY SING-ALONG and COOKIE  
EXCHANGE – Wednesday, Dec 11th. 7:00 pm 
Join in an evening of stories and songs that will help 
us feel that special spirit of the Christmas season.  And 
afterwards we can all enjoy some yummy Christmas 
goodies.   

ST. LUCIA BREAKFAST—Saturday, Dec 14th,  
10:00 am 
Join us for this annual tradition!  Delicious  food and a  
special program with our Lucia Queen make this a 
great way to make the season bright.  Please sign up in  
Fellowship Hall!   

CHOIR CHRISTMAS CONCERT    
December 15th, 10:30 am, during Worship 
 
CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS PAGEANT 
  December 22nd, 10:30am, during Worship 

 
CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE 
  Tuesday, December 24th, 5:00pm 
 
MERRY CHRISTMAS! 
  Wednesday, December 25th 
 
 

 

CHRISTMAS CARD TREE 

 

 

 

 

 

We  have set up our special Christmas Card Tree 
again this year.  You are invited to send your  

Christmas greetings to Church friends and family  
by placing your card on the tree.  The money you 
save on stamps can be placed in the donation box 

next to the tree.  All donations will go toward 
CHIC! 

 
Don’t forget to check the tree when you come to 

church to see all the beautiful cards.     

 

ADVENT  
DEVOTIONALS 

Look for your Advent Devotional  
booklets in the mail, if you don’t already have one.  
There are more available in the Narthex.  This year we 
have “God Bless Us, Every One!” by Michael Hoy.   
It uses the Dickens classic, “A Christmas Carol” to 
reflect on God’s great gift of a child who was not 
ashamed to take on the poverty of our being and make 
us new.  Please take the opportunity this season to 
grow in faith and love.   

 

THE WISE STILL SEEK HIM 
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MERCHANDISE CARDS 
 
 
 
Merchandise Cards to support the homeless on Cape 
Cod will be on sale every Sunday this month. The last 
date to buy cards that we do not normally carry is  
December 1st, but there are several denominations 
available from different merchants, such as Stop and 
Shop, Shaws, CVS, Dunkin’ Donuts, Ninety-nine and 
D’Angelo’s.    THANK YOU! 

 

 

 

 

 

HANDS OF HOPE FOOD PANTRY 
Holiday Planning 2019 

 
On the first Sunday of each month we place the Hands 
of Hope Food Pantry box at the front of the church for 
your donations.  You may bring donations at any time, 
but this will help remind us each month to remember 

the food pantry when we are grocery shopping.   
 

The following foods are needed in the Pantry for  
upcoming Thanksgiving and Christmas food packages.  

Stuffing Mix, Spam or Chili, Cranberry Sauce, 
Chef Boy-R-Dee, Canned Yams, Turkey or Chicken 

Gravy, Crackers, Cornbread Mix, Macaroni and 
Cheese, Pie Crust Mix, Boxed Mashed Potatoes, 

Soap and Deodorant 

 
The Cape Cod Council of Churches is very grateful  

for all donations. Thank you!  

 

     

 

 

 
Don’t forget, there’s a new directory coming soon, 
so if there are any changes to your phone, address 
or email, please let the Church office know right 
away so that the information can be included.  We 
don’t want anyone to be left out!  Thank you. 

Hands of Hope  

Outreach Center 

Holiday 2019 

 

 
We will also be supporting the Hands  

of Hope Christmas Program again this year!   
This is a very special mission of the Cape Cod 

Council of Churches where they collect gifts for 
ALL those in need—from infants to teens. You 

may bring your unwrapped, new gifts to church 
and drop them off any time during the week.   

The last collection day is Sunday, December 
15th! Gift ideas include new clothing, toys or 
games, books, gift certificates for clothing and  

music for teens.  Please, no toys or games  
pertaining to war or violence! The Cape Cod 
Council of Churches is very grateful for all  

donations. 
Thank you! 
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December concerns 
 

Barbara Balsam (friend of Kristine Strand) Health concerns 
Jami Carder Recovering from colon surgery 
Joseph Cisek (Rae Fenton’s son-in-law) Lung and brain cancer 
Judy DaDante (Nancy Mutty’s daughter) Treatments for serious back issue 
Madeline Griffith (daughter of Claudia Stecker’s friend) Going through difficult  
     situations 
Family of Fran Hedlund on her recent passing 
Betty Johnson and family on the passing of her husband Homer 
Jeannie Langman, sister of Jan Holland, friend of Ruth Gawle,  Serious health issues 
Winnie McKissic (Karen Mumford’s mother) Diagnosed with Stage 4 lung cancer 
Meredith Morgan (former co-worker of Beverly Hopkins) Treatments for  
     liver and brain disease 
Bob and Gerlinde Mullen (friends of Stuart and Bonnie Eyman) Health concerns 
David Palmer and Deborah Thompson, Grandson recovering from surgery  
     to remove tumor 
Carl and Ann Shelley’s nephew, Mike, Treatments for bladder cancer 
Kristine Strand,  Recovering from hip surgery 
Ella Terrio, 13-year-old DYHS student diagnosed with leukemia 
Eve Wemett,  Health concerns 
Eve Wemett’s friend and neighbor, Christina, who is now on Hospice Care 
Diane Widdowson (close friend of Harry and Jean Canning) Serious heart issues 
Alan Woodstock (friend of Sara Pattie) Progression of cancer 

 
Ongoing concerns 

David Carlson (Paul Carlson’s son) Pain due to scoliosis 
Jan Carlson Outpatient treatment for infection following surgery, upcoming treatments 
Paul Carlson Health concerns 
Dottie Gaumont (Debby Barbo’s mother) Undergoing treatments for cancer 
Donna Eckman (friends of Mike and Susan Smith) Brain aneurysm 
Leo Flinn (friends of Mike and Susan Smith) Advanced colon cancer 
Susan Horner (friend of Kristine Strand) Receiving treatments for brain cancer 
Anna Martin’s good friend, Marianne, undergoing treatment for Non-Hodgkins  
     Lymphoma, MGH 
Donna McCaffrey’s nephew, Allan Dale Wright, diagnosed with prostate cancer 
Mimi Mutty (Nancy Mutty’s sister-in-law) Stomach cancer 
Rosa Palumbo Rehab at home, Ellen Westcott as she supports Rosa during her healing 
Kristen Polizzotto (daughter of longtime DY Coach Jim Hoar) Lymphoma 
Michael Smith Treatment for prostate cancer 
Denise Sorabella Following a fire in her home 
Denise Sorabella’s brother, Carl, Facing difficult challenges in his life 
 

Please remember in prayer those who have ongoing health concerns 

 

 
 

Current Prayer Concerns 

Rachel Ash and Erin Pember  (nieces of  
Bonnie and Stuart  Eyman)  Multiple Sclerosis 
Ardis Bardh 
Bob DuBois 
 

 
How You Can  

Support Pilgrim 
Pines! 

 
If you shop on-line 
through Amazon,  
please sign up for  

Amazon Smiles and 
choose Pilgrim Pines 

as your charity.   
Amazon Smiles is a  
non-profit arm of  
Amazon in which 

0.5% of all purchase 
prices are donated 
to the charity of 

your choice.  So you 
can shop like normal 

and support  
Pilgrim Pines in the  
process!  A win-win! 

Also, see the  
information area for 
Pilgrim Pines on the 

bulletin board in  
Fellowship Hall.  

There are all sorts 
of brochures on 

Family Camp, Camp 
Squanto,  

as well as Retreats, 
Road Scholar  

programs and various  
workshops.   

It’s a beautiful place 
to enjoy fellowship 
and grow closer to 

God. 

Kay Endris 
Bunny Haas 
Pauline Nelson 
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On Sunday, December 8, our Mission of the Month for December will be introduced.  The Mission  
emphasis will be the Cape Cod Council of Churches and it will be our joy to have with us, Edye Nesmith,  
the Executive Director of the Council,  She will share with us the important work of this ministry to care  
for our neighbors here on Cape Cod.    
 
Our congregation has a long history with the council, going back to the years when Fred Zachaeus  
collected diapers for A Baby Center, several volunteered monthly  at Hands of Hope, others regularly  
visited incarcerated women, and Pastor Tom served on the Board of Directors, part of those years as  
President of the Board.  We also provided support to foster families in their care of children through  
Covenant to Care.  
 
 All of these programs came about through the work of the council.  Our church served the first meal in April 
of 2012 at Faith Assembly of God after the fire at Calvary Baptist church. We now provide a regular team of 
volunteers once a month to serve at Faith Family Kitchen.  Many of us have been ministered to  through the 
Chaplaincy at Cape Cod Hospital.   
 
It will be great to have an update of all the work of the Cape Cod Council of Churches.  We will not only 
have the privilege of learning about this important work.  We will have the opportunity to support the work 
with our dollars as well as our prayers.  Begin now to plan how much you can give to this important work.   

 

 
 
 
 
 

COVENANT TO CARE FOR   
    FOSTER FAMILIES   YOUTH STREET REACH 
        HOMELESS MINISTRY 

December Mission of the Month 

CAPE COD COUNCIL OF CHURCHES 
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STUDY GROUPS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The Tuesday Morning Women’s Bible Study meets  
at 10 am in Fellowship Hall. You are welcome to join 
in these very informal discussions of Holy Scripture 

and what it means in our lives today.  We will not meet 
December 24th or 31st, but will resume January 7th. 

 

Covenant Wednesday Evening Bible Study  
meets at 7 pm in Fellowship Hall.  We will take the 

month of December off. 
 

The Saturday morning Women’s Book Group will 
NOT meet during December, but will resume on  

January 4th at 8:30 am to discuss chapters 10 and 11  
of Pastrix by Nadia Bolz Weber. The Wednesday 

group will meet December 4th, 7 pm at Jami Carder’s 
to finish the book Two Steps Forward by Sharon  

Garlough Brown.  They will then meet in January to 
begin Pastrix.  All women are invited.  For more  

information contact Sharon Hirsch. 

 

You can keep up on all these and other groups by 
watching for information in your bulletin.  They are all 

a great way to get to know others in the church, and 
share your journey of faith.  Please plan to join us! 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
CHILDREN AND YOUTH PROGRAMS 

 Children’s Church for Pre-school through 5th 
grade meets during the worship hour. All children 
begin in worship with their families and are then 
dismissed to their classrooms (downstairs) partway 
through the service. 

 CLUB 47 is our middle school youth group  
that meets weekly on Friday evenings from 
 6:30pm-8:00pm.  

 SENIOR HIGH YOUTH GROUP for kids  
in grades 8-12 meets on Sunday nights from 
6:00pm-7:30pm. 

 CONFIRMATION CLASS for students in 
grades 6-8 meets on Sunday mornings from  
9:15am-10:00am.  

 

The Covenanter 

 

 

 

To my church family, 
     Thanks for all your support and generosity  
and attending the fundraiser that was held at the 
Moose Lodge Friday, November 1st.  It was 
greatly appreciated. 
Denise Sorabella 

 
  
 
 
 
               HOLLY DAY FAIR THANKS   
   
Our Holly Day Fair was once again a great  
success thanks to the many hands who took part.  
Special thanks go to Mike and Ursula Coute  
for all the planning and hard work that went  
into making it happen.  Thanks also to the many 
volunteers who manned the venues, created the 
crafts, artwork and baked goods, and donated 
items to sell.  And to Karin Loewen and her  
students who provided a very special addition  
to the Fair.  Their music was wonderful!   
Thank you to all.  
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Alice Boyle conducts free yoga classes on  
Saturday mornings at 10:00 a.m.  We will meet  

December 7th and 21st.  The class is open  
to all—teens to nineties.  We have extra mats  

available if you don’t have one.  Please contact  
Alice (774-268-9488) with any questions.   

 
 

 

 
 

COMPUTER THURSDAY! 
9:30am-12:30pm 

Next will be on December 12th.   
Anyone needing help with their computers,  

laptops, etc., or with questions about email and  
using the internet are welcome to drop by! 

 

 

 

 

 

LUCIA BREAKFAST DECEMBER 14th 

Join us for our annual Santa Lucia breakfast on  
Saturday, December 14th at 10 am 

There is a sign-up sheet in Fellowship Hall, so plan 
to do some good Swedish cooking.  We can also 
use helpers to set up and clean up.  If you have 

Swedish decorations, please  
bring them to church Friday the 13th.   

If you’d like to help, contact Laura McCarthy or  
Jeannie Botsivales for more information. 

The Covenanter 

  

 

 

 

HOLIDAY SING-ALONG and  
COOKIE EXCHANGE 

Wednesday, December 11th, 7pm 
 
 

Join us for another fun evening of song and  
fellowship. We’ll  have a cookie exchange again 
following the program, so start baking!  Bring a 

dozen or more cookies to share and go home with  
a variety of delicious goodies.  Bring a recipe, too, 

if you want, so you can share even more.   
But definitely, bring your voices!! 

 

 

 

 

 

 
CHILDREN’S PAGEANT 

 
Our Children’s Christmas Pageant will take place 

during worship, on Sunday morning, December 22. 
As always, we look forward to having our children 

share with us the good news of Christ’s birth in 
their unique and wonderful way. 

We are grateful that Sam Roderick, who directs 
children’s theater here on the Cape, will be  

coordinating and directing our pageant this year! 

We would like all of our children to participate, and 
need your help in having them be here in the weeks 
leading up to the pageant, so that Sam can rehearse 

with them. Rehearsals for the pageant will take 
place during worship on December 1, 8 & 15. 

Kids can head right downstairs when you arrive  
for worship at 10:30am. 

Questions? Contact Sam at 
samgovoni@yahoo.com 

 

YOGA 
   CLASSES 

mailto:samgovoni@yahoo.com
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"“O give thanks to the Lord, call on his name; make known his deeds 
among the peoples! Sing to him, sing praises to him; tell of all his 

wonderful works! Glory in his holy name; let the hearts of those who 
seek the Lord rejoice! Seek the Lord and his strength; seek his 

presence continually!"     Psalm 105:1-4 
 

WORSHIP SERVICE: 10:30am 
Adult Sunday School  

9:00am 
Children’s Church during worship service 

NURSERY CARE 
Provided during worship throughout the year 

We  look forward to seeing you! 
 

Pastor Johnny Agurkis  
Cape Cod Covenant Church,  

11 Satucket Road, Brewster, MA 02631 
mailing:  P.O. Box 219, S. Dennis, MA 02660 

Phone:  508-385-2223   
Email:  capecovenantchurch@comcast.net 

website:  www.capecodcovenantchurch.com   
 


