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The engagement of Mary to Joseph is followed by the discovery of her pregnancy and the  
offense and embarrassment to Joseph, who is described as a man who always did what was 
right, which means he went by the Book. And because of it, he tries to figure out how to do 
the right thing in breaking the engagement with the least amount of hurt and public disgrace  
to Mary. 

Through an angel in a dream, God gives Joseph the greatest Christmas gift imaginable, a  
special kind of spectacles by which he can now read the Book through the lens of grace and 
love of God. 

A few Advents ago in a church on the shores of Lake Siljan in Dalarna, Sweden, I witnessed  
a Swedish father sitting on the sidelines of the annual Christmas pageant. At first I wondered 
why he was there. He seemed so out of place among the little silver-winged angels and  
shepherds with gray woolen sheep. But then in the midst of children singing we heard a  
baby’s cry from the manger. There was no Jesus doll in the crib but a real, live baby. 

Mary, a child herself, tried comforting the baby by pushing a pacifier in his mouth while  
Joseph in his bathrobe stood by helplessly. Here was the father of the child, his sweaty face 
showing anxiety and pain, with his arms reaching out to his child for fear the frightened Mary 
who picked up the crying infant might drop him. 

If today you feel you are being handed something you haven’t bargained for, I proclaim to 
you the angel’s word to Joseph: do not be afraid. The Child who was born in Bethlehem may 
be born again even in us today. For the Child evokes the best in you, and by grace cancels out 
the worst. 

When Joseph woke from sleep he did what the angel of the Lord had told him to do. This man 
who always did what was right becomes responsible, but in a new way, beyond what the law 
says. Now he reads the Book through the lens of grace, the kindness and love of God. 

The good news is that Christmas will last as long as God can find in every community one 
person who says as Joseph said, “I will do what is the right thing to do,” which is to read the 
Good Book and to see the human condition through the spectacles of the love and grace and 
kindness of God, then to pursue justice for the weak and oppressed. As long as there is one in 
every community, it will always be Christmas. The question is, of course, whether or not you 
will be that person. 
 

Glen V. Wiberg (1925–2017) was a Covenant pastor, preacher, liturgist, and author. He 
served several churches, gave leadership to denominational boards and commissions, and 
helped develop a number of resources, including the current hymnal and book of worship. 
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The Covenanter 

 
SUNDAY MORNING  
COFFEE HOUR SUPPORT! 
 

 

December:  Properties Commission 
Jeannie Botsivales, 508-385-4006 
 
 

January:  Tuesday Morning Bible Study 
Lolly Warner, 508-332-8803 
 

Please coordinate with these commissions if you 
plan to bring in any food so that there isn’t an 
overlap of effort. 

 
 

For any food you bring to events, please  
remember to label any food that contains nuts, 
soy, or other possible allergens so that people 
can enjoy coffee hours and other fellowship 
times safely.  Thank you! 

OFFICE HOURS  
We would like to remind everyone that the office 
is open from 9am-12noon, Tuesday - Friday.   
You are welcome to call or visit during those 
hours. Thank you. 

DID YOU KNOW? 

It can be incredibly challenging for a 
church administrator/secretary to worship and  
fellowship on Sunday mornings? Often times, 
people think Sunday morning is a good time to 
“do business” with the church secretary…but it’s 
not! We want Sundays to be a day of Sabbath for 
Joan after all the hard work she does for us  
during the week. Please be mindful of this, and 
allow Sunday to be a day of rest from work for 
Joan. She can be emailed anytime using the 
church email: capecovenantchurch@comcast.net 
or called at the church during office hours. 

 
 

 

 
 

CELEBRATIONS OF THE SEASON 

 

ADVENT EVENING—Sunday, Dec 2nd, 4:30pm 
Start the season with Wreath-making, a spaghetti dinner 
and a short service.  It’s a wonderful way to celebrate the 
beginning of Advent.  
 

ST. LUCIA BREAKFAST—Saturday, Dec 8th,  
10:00 am 
Join us for this annual tradition!  Yummy food and a  
special program with our Lucia Queen make this a great 
way to make the season bright.  Please sign up in  
Fellowship Hall!   
 
HOLIDAY SING-ALONG – Wednesday, Dec 12th. 
7:00 pm 
Get ready to sing all those Christmas favorites.  We’ll 
share stories and songs that will help us feel that special 
spirit of the Christmas season.  God is good to us all year 
long, so let’s let him know how happy we are to celebrate 
his presence in our lives. 

COMMUNITY CAROL SINGING, Sunday, Dec 10th, 
4:30 pm 
The Fellowship Commission invites you to join in an  
old-fashioned carol singing trip around the community.   

CHOIR CHRISTMAS CONCERT    
December 16th, 10:30 am, during Worship 
 
CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS PAGEANT 
  December 23rd, 10:30am, during Worship 

 
CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE 
  Monday, December 24th, 5:00pm 
 
MERRY CHRISTMAS! 
  Tuesday, December 25th 
 
 

 

ADVENT  
DEVOTIONALS 

The Advent Devotional  
booklets are available in the Narthex.  This year 
we have “Journey into the Light” by Susan M. 
Lang.  Also available is a family devotional for 
young children, “Advent A to Z” by Arden Mead.  
It includes an alphabet of prayers for each day of 
Advent.  Please take the opportunity this season to 
grow in faith and love.   
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MERCHANDISE CARDS 
 
Merchandise Cards to support the homeless 
on Cape Cod are on sale after church on the 
2nd and 4th Sundays each month, except in  
December when it will be on the 2nd and 3rd  
Sundays (December 9th and 16th). There are several 
denominations available from different merchants, such 
as Stop and Shop, Shaws, CVS, etc. You can also order 
cards from other merchants like Speedway, Hearth and 
Kettle, Dairy Queen, Subway,  Wendy’s, Walgreen’s, 
Bath and Body Works, Starbucks, Rite Aid, D’Angelos, 
Dominos, Papa Gino’s and others.  THANK YOU! 

BLOOD PRESSURE SCREENINGS 
 
Blood pressure screenings are held on the second 
Sunday of every month following worship service.  
Anyone wishing to have their blood pressure checked is 
invited to see one of our nurses in the Library after 
church. 

 

 

COMPUTER THURSDAY! 
9:30am-12:30pm 
 

Computer Thursday is held on the 
second Thursday of each month. 
Next will be on December 13th.  
Anyone needing help with their computers, lap-
tops, etc., or with questions about email and using 
the internet are welcome to drop by! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hands of Hope Outreach  

Center 

Holiday 2018 

 
As you prepare for your holiday meals, help  

another family by donating special holiday items 
for the food pantry.   

Suggested items include: 
Soup, Canned Fruit, Stovetop Stuffing,  
Cornbread or Quickbread Mix, Boxed  
Potatoes, Baked Beans, Turkey Gravy,  
Spaghetti, Coffee, Pickles, Olives. Also, 

Gift cards for $10 or $25 for turkeys will help. 
And don’t forget that we also collect food for the  
Pantry on the first Sunday of each month in our 

box on the altar. 

The Cape Cod Council of Churches is very  
grateful for all donations. Thank you!  

 
CHRISTMAS CARD TREE 

 

 

 

 

 

We  have set up our specialChristmas Card Tree again 
this year.  You are invited to send your  

Christmas greetings to Church friends and family  
by placing your card on the tree.  The money you save 
on stamps can be placed in the donation box next to the 
tree.  All donations will go toward our youth retreats. 

 
Don’t forget to check the tree when you come to church 

to see all the beautiful cards.     

 

SATURDAY MORNING  
YOGA 
 

We will be meeting this month,  
December 1st, 15th and 29th.  Come join us  
Saturdays at 10 am.  Help relieve the holiday  
tension, and get ready for the new year! 
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December concerns 
 

Elsa Abele (friend of Kristine Strand) Progression of cancer, Hospice care 
Rose Botsivales (Greg’s mother) Hip surgery following a recent fall 
Sean Brewer Recovering from back surgery 
Bob Buyer Recovering from recent medical procedure 
Thirza DeSalvatore Double knee replacement 
Robbie Forsberg (wife of Paul Carlson’s cousin) Recovering from a stroke 
Bill Holden and family at the passing of Bill’s mother, Muriel 
Carl R. Johnson (Stephen Johnson’s brother) Diagnosed with advanced cancer,  
     treatments at Dana Farber 
Indiana Kirwan (friend of Jimmy Roberts) Recent diagnosis of pancreatic cancer 
Peter Linnell (dear friend of Claudia Stecker) Fighting Stage 4 prostate and bone cancer 
Bob Mullen (friend of Stuart and Bonnie Eyman) Recovering from spinal stenosis  
     surgery 
Mimi Mutty (Nancy Mutty’s sister-in-law) Recent diagnosis of stomach cancer 
Susan Sessions (Steve Anderson’s sister) Immunotherapy for lung cancer,  
     successful so far 
Melissa Stampfl (friend of Katy Brewer) Cancer diagnosis 
Lolly Warner  Recovering from pneumonia 
Jean Williams Recovering from knee replacement surgery 
Vin Zavorskas (cousin of Bob Zavorskas) Falmouth Hospital with a brain infection 
For the grieving communities in Chicago, Kentucky, Pennsylvania, Florida and California 
following recent mass shootings 
All those affected by the fires in California 

Recent concerns 

Elsie Agurkis Health concerns 
Rachel Ash (niece of Stuart and Bonnie Eyman) Diagnosed with Multiple Sclerosis 
Ralph Houseman Ongoing rehab, home 
Edward Lavoie Attending a year-long discipleship program with Teen Challenge in  
     New York 
Erin Pember (niece of Stuart and Bonnie Eyman) Diagnosed with Multiple Sclerosis 
Bob Wakefield Ongoing health concerns 
Alan Woodstock (friend of Sara Pattie) Treatments for Bile Duct cancer 
Betty Tevenan to Pleasant Bay Nursing Home in Brewster 
 
Please remember in prayer those who have ongoing health concerns 

 

Current Prayer Concerns 

Christopher Baker 
Ardis Bardh 
Bob DuBois 
Kay Endris 
Bunny Haas 
Fran Hedlund 
Arthur Hvoslef  
 

 
How You Can  

Support Pilgrim 
Pines! 

 
If you shop on-line 
through Amazon,  
please sign up for  

Amazon Smiles and 
choose Pilgrim Pines as 

your charity.   
Amazon Smiles is a  
non-profit arm of  

Amazon in which 0.5% 
of all purchase prices 

are donated to the 
charity of your choice.  

So you can shop like 
normal and support  
Pilgrim Pines in the  
process!  A win-win! 

Also, see the  
information area for 
Pilgrim Pines on the 

bulletin board in  
Fellowship Hall.  

There are all sorts of 
brochures on Family 
Camp, Camp Squanto,  
as well as Retreats, 

Road Scholar  
programs and various  

workshops.   
It’s a beautiful place to 

enjoy fellowship and 
grow closer to God. 

Carolyn Lorenson (Sheryl Stone’s mother) 
Pauline Nelson 
Eleanore Olson 
Donna Jean Wassell (Lynn Read’s  cousin) 
Nina Wikman (friend of Lynn Read and her sister,  
   Nancy Russo) 
Blake Watson 
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Cape Cod Council of Churches has partnered with the Department of Children and  
Families to provide emotional and physical support for foster families on the Cape. There 

are many more children in need of foster care on the Cape than there are foster homes. 
While foster families do receive some financial support for each child, the amount they 
receive is minimal - actually less than you would pay to board your pet. Covenant to Care 

is a program that asks church congregations to consider ‘adopting’ a foster family and to 
support them in ways that the family chooses. Each church has 2 or 3 liaisons who are 
trained by the director of the Covenant to Care program and are a bridge between the  

foster family and the church family. We are fortunate to be able to demonstrate our love 
and care to a local foster family. 

As you can imagine this is not an easy situation. Alice Boyle, Jan Gilrein and Tim  

Howard are the liaisons from our church who have been attending to the needs of this 
foster family. We are so grateful for their willingness to be of service in this way. Many 
people in our congregation have made meals to be delivered to this family. This has been 

a great help and much appreciated.  

From time to time the liaisons will need financial resources to assist this family. Holiday 
season is a particularly stressful time for foster families and we want to be sure to give 

added support to our family during this time as well as throughout the year. The money 
collected this month will be used to set up a fund at the church for the liaisons to access 
through the missions commission and the church office. Please keep this family in your 

prayers. We are grateful for the opportunity to show love to God’s children in need of 
care. 

 
 
 

FOSTER FAMILY THROUGH COVENANT TO CARE 

December Mission of the Month 

                

 

 

 

 

THE DOREEN ESPESETH  
MEMORIAL FUND 

 

You can contribute to this memorial fund with 
a check made out to Cape Cod Covenant 
Church with a notation for Doreen’s memorial 

fund.  Contributions will go to the Wayuu  
Nation Project, which addresses the education 
and malnutrition of children, local craft  

business practices and lack of water. The 
members of this clan are committed to working 

together to bring about change in their  
community. We hope that in Doreen’s memory 
we can contribute to hope for their future.  
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STUDY GROUPS 
 

The Tuesday Morning Bible Study meets at  
10 am in Fellowship Hall. We are enjoying 

“digging into” the book of Proverbs and invite 
you to join us if you have Tuesday mornings free.  

It is informal and informative. 
 

There are two Ladies’ book groups, and both are 
reading books in the “Sensible Shoes” series by 
Sharon Garlough Brown.  The Saturday morning 
group is studying Book 3 in the series, “Barefoot: 
a Story of Surrendering to God”, and will meet at 

church at 8:30 am on December 1st.  The 
Wednesday evening group is studying Book 1, 
“Sensible Shoes: a Story About the Spiritual 

Journey.”  This group will meet December 5th at 
7 pm at Mary Lavoie and Donna McCaffrey’s. 

Please contact Sharon Hirsch by texting or  
calling 508-776-0686 for more information.   

 
You can keep up on all these groups by watching 
for information in your bulletin.  They are all a 
great way to get to know others in the church, 

and share your journey of faith.   
Please plan to join us! 

 

 

 

 
CHILDREN AND YOUTH PROGRAMS 

 Sunday School for Pre-school through 5th grade 
meets during the worship hour. All children begin in 
worship with their families and are then dismissed to 
their classrooms (downstairs) partway through the 
service. 

 CLUB 47 is our middle school  
youth group that meets weekly on Friday evenings 
from 6:30pm-8:00pm.  

 SENIOR HIGH YOUTH GROUP for kids in 
grades 8-12 meets on Sunday nights from 6:00pm-
7:30pm. 

 CONFIRMATION CLASS for students in 
grades 6-8 meets on Sunday mornings from  
9:15am-10:00am.  

 

 

 

HOLY LAND PILGRIMAGE 2019 

 

Pastor Johnny invites you to join him on a  
once-in-a-lifetime journey that will powerfully impact 

your faith walk with Jesus! 

Please contact him for more information.   

 

 

 

 

 

 
CHILDREN’S PAGEANT 

 
We are thrilled that Rev. Sonny Gada will be 
working with our children and youth as they  

prepare this year's Christmas pageant to share 
with us during worship on December 23rd.  

Preparations begin during Sunday School on  
December 2nd, during which Sonny will be  

introducing the pageant and assigning parts to 
the kids. Please plan on having your children at 

Sunday School on the 2nd, as well as the 9th and 
16th for rehearsals. Questions? Contact Sonny at 

sonnysfloralart@aol.com 

 

mailto:sonnysfloralart@aol.com
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Hands of Hope Outreach 

Center 

 
 

We are supporting the Hands of Hope Christmas 
Program again this year!  This is a very special 
mission of the Cape Cod Council of Churches 

where they collect gifts for ALL those in need—
from infants to adults. You may bring your  

unwrapped, new gifts to the evening service  
December 2nd following the Advent  

Wreath-making event. Or you can drop them off 
any time during the week until the last collection 

day on Sunday, December 16th! Gift ideas 
 include new clothing, toys or games, books, gift 

certificates for clothing and CDs for teens.  See the 
bulletin board in Fellowship Hall to get ideas of 

what they need.  Thank you. 

The Cape Cod Council of Churches is very  
grateful for all donations. 

Thank you! 

 

 

 

 

HOLLY DAY FAIR THANKS 

   

Our Holly Day Fair was once again a great success 

thanks to the many hands who took part.  Special 

thanks goes to Mike and Ursula Coute for all the plan-

ning and hard work that went into making it happen.  

Thanks also to the many volunteers who manned the 

venues, created the crafts, artwork and baked goods, 

and donated items to sell.  And to Karin Loewen and 

her students who provided a very special addition to 

the Fair.  Their music was wonderful!  Thank you to 

all.  

 

To our Covenant Church Family, 
 

Jan and I want to thank for your  prayers and concerns 

during the time of our sister-in-law’s (Robbie 

Forsberg) stroke and rehabilitation. Fortunately we 

can say she is doing well. Prayer works! 
 

Once again thank you .We miss you all. 
 

Jan and Paul Carlson 

 

 
 
 
 
 

CHRISTMAS CAROLING 

Please join the Fellowship Task Team on  
December 16th as we head out for a fun evening of 
Caroling. We will meet at church at 4:30pm and 

after caroling we will return to the church for pizza 
and drinks. A sign-up sheet is posted in Fellowship 
Hall. Please come – it’s a fun time and very much 

appreciated by the people we visit! 

 

 

 

 

LUCIA BREAKFAST DECEMBER 9th 

Join us for our annual Santa Lucia breakfast on  
Saturday, December 8th at 10 am 

There is a sign-up sheet in Fellowship Hall, so plan to 
do some good Swedish cooking.  We can also use  

helpers to set up and clean up.  If you have 
Swedish decorations, please  

bring them to church Friday the 7th.   
If you’d like to help, contact Laura McCarthy or  

Jeannie Botsivales for more information. 

 

 

 

 

HOLIDAY SING-ALONG and 
COOKIE EXCHANGE 

Wednesday, December 12th, 
7pm 
 
 
 

Join us for another fun evening of song and fellow-
ship. This year we will have a cookie exchange fol-
lowing the program, so start baking!  Bring a dozen 
cookies to share and go home with a variety of deli-
cious goodies.  Bring a recipe, too, if you want, so 
you can share even more.  But definitely, bring your 
voices!! 
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Cape Cod Covenant Church 
P.O. Box 219 
S. Dennis, MA   02660 
Return Service Requested 

 

"“O give thanks to the Lord, call on his name; make known his 
deeds among the peoples! Sing to him, sing praises to him; tell of all 
his wonderful works! Glory in his holy name; let the hearts of those 
who seek the Lord rejoice! Seek the Lord and his strength; seek his 

presence continually!"     Psalm 105:1-4 
 

WORSHIP SERVICE: 10:30am 
Sunday School  
Adults 9:00am 

Children during church service 

NURSERY CARE 
Provided during worship throughout the year 

We  look forward to seeing you! 
 

Pastor Johnny Agurkis  
Cape Cod Covenant Church,  

11 Satucket Road, Brewster, MA 02631 
mailing:  P.O. Box 219, S. Dennis, MA 02660 

Phone:  508-385-2223   
Email:  capecovenantchurch@comcast.net 

website:  www.capecodcovenantchurch.com   
 

 


